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FOREWORD 


On the occasion of our thirtieth anniversary, the Women's Bureau 
is pleased to recall the progress we have witnessed and been part of during 
the past three decades. Changes in the social and economic position of 
Canadian women have been and continue to be an integral part of change in 
the whole fabric of our society. 


In contrast to the 1950s image of the quintessential homemaker- 
wife-mother, women of the 1980s struggle to reconcile the demands of their 
traditional roles with increased participation in the paid labour force. 
The move toward equality in employment is aided by legislation prohibiting 
gender-based discrimination in hiring and promotion practices. Moreover, 
regardless of their operational inadequacies, the very existence of 
policies and programs for institutionalized child care, education and 
training opportunities, and equal pay for work of equal value must be seen 
as giant steps forward. 


Recent amendments to the Canada Labour Code include two provi- 
sions pertaining to equality for women working in the federal jurisdiction. 
In addition to maternity leave currently available to expectant mothers, an 
additional period of leave to care for a newborn or newly adopted child 
will be available to either parent. Provisions have also been introduced 
to combat sexual harassment in the workplace. 


To what extent are the tremendous changes in the social and 
economic position of women during the past three decades reflected in 
public perceptions and attitudes? In an analysis of Canadian Gallup polls 
dating back to 1953, the author of this paper documents changes in public 
opinion concerning women and women's issues. The general trend away from 
the traditional female role is reflected very clearly in the changing views 
of both women and men. There is evidence of growing approval of women's 
participation in the paid labour force, and married women are increasingly 
likely to receive assistance from their husbands with household chores. At 
the same time, vestiges of inequality persist. It is still more acceptable 
for women to work outside the home when they have no young children than 
when there are preschoolers in the household. And women continue to bear 
primary responsibility for maintaining the household. 


Analysis of opinions according to the age of respondents and 
their level of education show that progressive views are expressed more 
often by younger Canadians and by those who are more highly educated. This 
bodes well for the future since it suggests that men and women in the 
generations to follow will more likely accept employment equality and share 
domestic responsibilities. 


Women's Bureau 
Labour Canada 


September 1984 
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I. INTRODUCTION 


Any discussion of women in contemporary Canadian society is a 
discussion of social change. The post war trends in rising divorce rates, 
lowered fertility, increasing education and increased female labour force 
participation are all indicators and instigators of new sex roles for 
Canadian men and women. These new roles have attracted considerable atten- 
tion. Much has been written about dual income families, the extent to 
which women do “double duty” as a result of their responsibilities inside 
and outside the home, the acceptability and need for daycare, and equal 
opportunity and equal pay issues. But, comparatively little is known about 
the attitudes and opinions held by Canadians on these issues. This report 
asks whether the post-war changes in women's roles have been accompanied by 
changing attitudes. In what direction have such changes occurred, and 
among what segments of the population? This report analyses questions 
about women's roles and women's issues which were asked in the Canadian 
Gallup polls between'1953 and 1983. Although vestiges of traditional 
attitudes persist, the analysis shows that Canadians are becoming more 
egalitarian in their attitudes and opinions about women and women's 
issues. 


II. THE CANADIAN GALLUP POLLS! 


The Canadian Gallup Polls are national polls conducted by the 
Canadian Institute of Public Opinion, headquartered in Toronto. Prior to 
1974, the polls were conducted every two to three months. Between 1974 and 
1979 they appeared monthly, and since then at a rate of approximately 14 or 
15 polls per year. Over the years CIPO has modified the sample design of 
the polls, with respect to both size and sampling procedures employed, so 
this report considers a difference of five percentage points or more as 
noteworthy, without attaching a confidence level to it (See Boyd, 1984). 


In conducting a poll, the interviewer is given firm instructions 
on how to select the sample (CIPO, no date; CIPO Poll No. 371 Codebook, 
December, 1974). One person per household is selected, and the interviews 
are conducted in the home in order to ensure privacy.e Most of the inter- 
views are conducted on weekends by female interviewers (McIver, 1973; 
CIPO, no date). This was especially the case prior to the mid-19/70s. The 
use of female interviewers presumably could bias male responses to 
questions on women's roles, although this is unlikely because interviewers 
are mostly middle-aged housewives, who tend to create an asexual and 
non-threatening image (Epstein, 1970; Warwick and Linninger, 1975). 


While they serve as a valuable source of data on Canadian women, 
the use of the Canadian Gallup Polls places several constraints upon the 
investigation. One constraint derives from the sampling design. Ideally, 
the samples are designed to obtain a cross section of the Canadian 
population with respect to sex, age, occupation, education, and similar 
characteristics (Schwartz, 1967:55-56). However, the samples appear to be 
designed only with respect to these marginal distributions and not with 
respect to any further "clusters" or cross-classification. Groups defined 
by cross-tabulating characteristics may not be representative of the 


underlying population (e.g., respondents who are age 21 to 29, university 
educated and female may not be a representative sample of all Canadians 
with those characteristics). Therefore, sophisticated analysis of specific 
groups is not possible. 


Moreover, the scope of this study is limited by the questions 
asked in the Gallup Polls over a thirty~-year period, at varying times and 
of different samples of the Canadian population. The questions did not 
originate from an integrated set of theoretical propositions concerning 
women and a related research design. As a result, the study is descriptive 
rather than explanatory. This limitation is not as severe as it might 
seem. Other than knowledge impressionistically obtained, there exists 
little information on attitudes held by Canadians on women's roles and 
issues. Under such circumstances, an inventory of attitudes is useful, not 
only as a source of general information, but also as a springboard for more 
sophisticated research questions. 


A third issue which arises from the use of the Gallup Polls as 
the data source is the unresolved question of what public opinion polls 
actually measure. Attitudes and public opinion are related but they are 
not synonymous. Attitudes are feelings and beliefs held by individuals; 
public opinion is the description of beliefs at the collective level, and 
it refers to the mobilization and channeling of individual responses to 
affect group or national decision making (Katz, 1966:150). In these terms, 
Nisbet (1975) argues that much of what is labelled as public opinion would 
in fact be better described as popular opinion. This report discusses the 
results of the Gallup Poll data on women as attitudes held by the 
individual respondents, although it is possible that some polls may in fact 
be capturing public opinion. 


It is well-known that attitudes are not always reflected in 
behaviour. In 1971, the executive vice-president of the American Gallup 
Organization, Irving Crespi observed that many attitude measurements fail 
as indicators of behaviour. He notes (Crespi, 1971:327) that attitudes may 
have a relationship to behaviour only in situations which are highly 
institutionalized or routinized, and that they may have little predictive 
value in more loosely structured situations. On the basis of these 
observations, behavioural outcomes should not be automatically inferred 
from the attitudes probed by the Canadian Gallup Polls. 


Iil. ANTICIPATED FINDINGS 


This report investigates the responses of Canadians to questions 
about women posed in 43 polls conducted between 1953 and 1983. Although 
they represent a rich source of information about attitudes toward women, 
these questions vary considerably in the extent to which they are repeated 
over time. They also vary with respect to content, ranging from questions 
on marital roles and sharing of housework to questions about women in 
certain occupational positions and equal opportunity issues. In this 
report, the questions have been classified into three groups: 1) those 
which probe attitudes related to the home or domestic setting; 2) those 
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which probe attitudes concerning female involvement in the paid labour 
force; and 3) those which examine the perceptions of Canadians to the 
women's liberation movement. 


Included in the first category are questions which concern male 
domination in marriage, who gains in marriage, who does the housework in 
marriage, and divorce settlements received by women. Attitudes towards the 
involvement of women in the labour force are, of course, shaped by atti- 
tudes about the domestic responsibilities and roles of women, and this is 
examined by looking at those questions about women in the labour force 
which probe the desirability of young mothers in the labour force and 
maternity and day-care issues. In addition, questions pertaining to the 
participation of women in the paid labour force also probe reactions to 
women as doctors, lawyers, ministers, political leaders and members of the 
RCMP and the Armed Forces. Other questions probe perceptions regarding 
abilities and opportunities for women concerning advancement, and equal 
opportunity and equal pay considerations. 


Questions on women and women's issues are interpreted using the 
traditional-egalitarian typology found in research on sex roles and sex 
role ideology (Cherlin and Walters, 1981; Lipman-Bluman, 1972; Mason and 
Bumpass, 1975; Mason, Czajka, and Arber, 1976). According to this typo- 
logy, the argument that women ordinarily belong in the home and function 
primarily as childbearers, child raisers, and homemakers, whereas men are 
the participants in the economic sector, represents both a set of beliefs 
which are prescriptive (one ought to...) and acts as a basis for behaviour 
in which the parenting, caretaker roles are assumed by women and the bread 
winner or provider roles are assumed by men. In North America, the 1950s 
are often alluded to as the apogee of such beliefs and behaviours (Friedan, 
1963) although they were in vogue long before (Kessler Harris, 1982). 
Reflecting its temporal persistence and its prescriptive strength, against 
which change is measured, this is called the "traditional" model of sex 
role behaviour and sex role ideology. In contrast, the “egalitarian” model 
of sex roles and sex role ideology stresses that men and women are equals 
in the home and in the work-place. While childbearing remains the 
biological function of females, child-raising, household tasks and labour 
force participation are not only permissible for either sex but, ideally, 
are equally shared. 


This traditional-egalitarian typology is used in this report 
since attitudes of Canadians toward women can and do range from traditional 
to egalitarian--that is, from the view that women belong in the home and 
are responsible for child-rearing, to the view that women and men should 
have equal access to identical positions and rewards. Exactly how 
egalitarianism is expressed depends on the specific questions asked in the 
various polls, but it is generally measured by a majority of respondents 
giving answers in favor of the equality of the sexes. When this typology 
is used in assessing responses to various Gallup Poll questions, we can 
anticipate both the attitudinal changes over time and the influence of 
background factors on Canadian attitudes toward women. 


Several American studies have noted attitudinal changes over time 
toward a more egalitarian model of male and female sex roles (Cherlin and 
Walter, 1981; Erskine, 1971; Ferree, 1974; Mason, Czajka, and Arber, 1976; 
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Thorton and Freedman, 19/79; Thorton, Alwin and Camburn, 1983). These 
changes, it is argued, are understandable given the growing labour force 
participation of women, their assumption of work roles in the labour force, 
and increased discussion in the media about sexual equality. Since Canada 
is characterized by both trends--a growing female labour force and 
increased discussion of women's rights--similar trends in attitudes should 
exist in Canada as well. In particular, since much of the change began in 
the 1960s and gathered momentum during the 1970s, there should be 
substantial changes toward greater egalitarianism by Gallup Poll 
respondents between the 1950s and the 1980s. 


In addition to changes over time, Canadian attitudes toward women 
and women's issues are expected to vary according to the sex, age and 
education of the respondents. Inasmuch as females are the object of most 
of the discussion on equality between the sexes and have considerable self- 
interest in the changing status of women, it might be argued that women 
will be more egalitarian than men in their attitudes toward women and 
women's issues. Several studies support this contention (Etaugh and 
Gerson, 1974; Haavio-Mannila, 1972; Roper and Labeff, 1977:114). 

However, other researchers suggest that women in fact may be less inclined 
than men to display egalitarian attitudes. This view is informed by 
pre-1970 analyses of American Gallup Polls and pre-1970 studies which note 
the tendency of women to support conservative political parties and 
religions (see Schreiber, 1975:61-62). Such tendencies may now be 
changing. 


In addition to differences between men and women, attitudes 
toward women and women's issues also should vary by age. A number of 
studies indicate that younger respondents hold more egalitarian attitudes 
toward women than do older ones (Gibbins, Ponting and Symons, 1981; Spitze 
and Huber, 1980; Roper and Labeff, 1983; Thorton, Alwin and Camburn, 1983; 
and Welch, 1975). Several reasons are offered. Younger people may be less 
traditional than older respondents because they have more time remaining in 
their life to benefit from such changes (Spitze and Huber, 1980) or because 
they have less experience in the more traditional roles and are less 
socialized to conformity with them (Thorton, Alwin and Camburn, 1983). In 
addition, increasing age is associated with increasing conservatism, which 
manifests itself in a preference for the traditional, dominant model of sex 
roles. And the difference may exist simply because older age groups have 
less education than younger age groups, education in turn being related to 
the tendency to give egalitarian responses. However, as with sex differ- 
ences in attitudes, there are counterbalancing reasons which support the 
argument that the views of older groups of Canadians are not very different 
from or even less traditional than the younger age groups. This could be 
caused by behaviour intervening to modify beliefs. Most young people have 
not had the experience of being a parent, experiencing sex discrimination 
and/or having female or male co-workers. These experiences may influence 
the attitudes of older people in the direction of egalitarianism. 


Studies also have found that egalitarian responses toward women 
and women's issues are most likely among the higher educated groups (Etaugh 
and Gerson, 1974; Gibbons, Ponting and Symons, 1981; Thorton and Freedman, 
1979; Thorton, Alwin and Camburn, 1983; Spitze and Huber, 1980; Welch, 
1975). One reason given is that education has a liberalizing influence 
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(and hence predisposes more egalitarian outlooks) both because it repre- 
sents enlightenment (Schreiber, 1978) and because it provides opportunities 
for jobs and enhances aspirations (Thorton, Alwin and Camburn, 1983). In 
his assessment, Schreiber (1978:181) suggests that the polls reflect not so 
much the enlightenment or exposure to new ideas gained through formal 
schooling but rather a greater awareness of changes in norms which have 
been legitimized by laws and court decisions. In addition to these 
reasons, the observed relationship between higher education and a more 
egalitarian, less traditional response on polls concerning women also may 
hold for utilitarian reasons. Men and women with higher education may 
favour equality between the sexes more because the high earning potential 
of such women ensures that they and the higher educated men they marry have 
the most to gain and the least to lose from women performing non-family 
roles (Spitze and Huber, 1980:322). 


Finally, the content of the questions is expected to influence 
the propensity of respondents to give egalitarian or traditional answers. 
Questions concerned with broad generalizations and principles are more 
likely to elicit egalitarian responses than are questions which deal with 
more specific aspects of sexual equality (Chandler, 1972; Ferree, 1974; 
McKee and Sherrifs, 1959; Steinman and Fox, 1966; Thorton and Freedman, 
1979). In addition, the wording of the questions and the permissible cate- 
gories of responses can influence the answers provided by respondents 
(Hesse, Burstein and Atkins, 1979; Schuman and Presser, 1980; Warwick and 
Linninger, 1975:Chapter 6). In particular, using the name of well known 
persons or organizations can predispose the respondent toward agreement; 
framing questions positively or negatively also influences the pattern of 
responses, as does the number, order, and phrasing of alternative choices 
(Hesse, Burstein and Atkins, 1979:52). The Canadian Gallup Polls are not 
immune from question wording effects (see Boyd and Gillieson, 1975) and 
occasionally they account for variation in magnitude of responses between 
polls. Such fluctuations will be noted in the following review of what the 
polls tell us about Canadian attitudes toward women and women's issues. 


IV. EQUALITY BETWEEN THE SEXES: MARRIAGE, 
HOUSEWORK AND FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 


A number of questions asked in the Gallup Polls between 1953 and 
1983 probed attitudes concerning the roles of women and men in the domestic 
arena. These questions covered four interrelated topics: 1) who dominates 
in the family or in marriage; 2) who gains from marriage; 3) what are the 
perceptions and behaviours of male involvement in housework; and 4) what 
are appropriate divorce settlement and tax regulations. 


Ae Dominance within Marriage 


The first topic on dominance within marriage is probed by 
seven questions appearing in five polls between 1958 and 1982 (Table 1). 
In 1958 over half of the Canadians polled indicated that fathers should be 
the top boss of the family, a response which is consistent with the 
traditional sex role imagery of males as heads of the household. Not to be 
overlooked, however, is the nearly 40 per cent who disagreed--although the 
absence of an explicit alternative makes interpretation of such 
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disagreement difficult. Further, substantial sex differences in responses 
exist. Men were more likely than women to agree that fathers should be top 
boss of the family (59 per cent versus 49 per cent), whereas women were 
more likely than men to disagree with the statement (46 per cent versus 

32 per cent for males). 


This question was never repeated. Instead, two subsequent polls, 
conducted in 1962 and in 1982, probed perceptions of who dominated in 
marriage: women or men. In 1962, 60 per cent of the respondents indicated 
that husbands and wives dominate each other about equally. Twenty years 
later, slightly over half of the Canadians polled answered “neither” to the 
question. The differences between the two polls with respect to response 
categories ("equal" in 1962 and “neither” in 1982) and the use of the probe 
“boss” in the 1982 poll could have produced part or all of the differences 
between the two polls with respect to the magnitude of response. Rather 
than attributing much significance to a declining proportion between 1962 
and 1982 who gave "egalitarian" responses, a more accurate assessment might 
be that in the 1960s and again in the 1980s the majority of Canadians did 
not perceive one sex versus another as dominating their spouse. These 
“egalitarian” responses were more typical of older persons and persons with 
less education. There is, however, one interesting difference between the 
two polls. In 1962, female respondents were more likely than males to give 
an "egalitarian" response but this had reversed by 1982. Also, in 1982 
respondents (women more so than men) were more likely to say that husbands 
dominate their wives rather than wives dominating their husbands. Again, 
the probe "boss" which is a sex typed word almost indistinguishable from 
male boss, might alone have produced these interesting reversals. 


Two additional polls conducted in 1973 and in 1982 assumed the 
dominant role of the husband as the head of the household, and they probed 
responses and evaluations of the declining importance of this role. As 
shown in panels 4 and 6 in Table 1, nearly half of the 1973 poll and over 
two thirds of the 1982 poll responded that the dominant role of the husband 
in the Canadian family had declined in importance. Better educated respon- 
dents in both polls were more likely to indicate such a decline. Such 
perceptions of a decline in the husband's importance are consistent with a 
literature on changing marital power relations which occur when women enter 
the labour force and receive their own incomes. However, not all respon- 
dents perceived a decline to be good. In 1973, only one fifth of all 
Canadians indicated that a decline in the importance of the husband was 
good, with men more likely to agree than women. In 1982, over one third of 
respondents believed that a decline in the husband's importance was good, 
and again, this belief was more likely to be held by men than by women. 
Variations in response by age and education are not always clearcut, partly 
because of the high proportions of undecided responses in both 1973 and 
1982. By 1982, there was a strong tendency among better educated Canadians 
to consider a decline in the husband's importance as "good" and a tendency 
for less educated Canadians to consider a decline as “bad”. 


Overall, it is difficult to present a coherent summary of Cana- 
dian reactions to Gallup poll questions asked on dominance within marriage. 
The seven questions asked between 1958 and 1982 differ with respect to 
wording and content, with the focus shifting from “who dominates within 
marriage" to “should fathers be the boss" to “is a decline ocurring in the 
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dominant role of the husband". At best, it can be said that the tradi- 
tional model of a dominant father or husband was affirmed by Canadians in 
the late 1950s (Poll No.26/7, Table 1). Throughout the 1970s and 1980s, a 
decline in the importance of the assumed dominant role of the husband was 
considered by many Canadians (nearly half in 1982) to be "bad". Yet 
responses to poll questions indicate social change with respect to 
traditional male and female roles. Between 1973 and 1982, there was 
growing support for the position that the decline in the importance of the 
husband's role was a good thing--a belief which was more characteristic of 
younger and better educated Canadians and men. And during the 1970s and 
1980s the importance of the husband's dominant role in the family was 
increasingly perceived to be declining. Throughout the 1970s and 1980s, 
when asked who dominated whom (husbands or wives) a majority of Canadians 
emphasized the dominance patterns as “equal” or indicated that neither 
husband nor wife dominated. 


Be Who Gains From Marriage? 


Polls conducted during the 1960s and 1970s also asked Canadians 
for their thoughts on "who gains more from a marriage, the man or the 
woman". Asked initially in 1964, this question was repeated ten years 
later, and again in 1979 (Table 2). The phrase at the beginning of the 
question, “of course it should be equal” invokes a baseline standard, and 
it is not surprising ‘to observe that close to half of the respondents indi- 
cated that a man and woman gained equally from a marriage (Table 2). By 
1979, half of the Canadians polled indicated that a man and a woman gained 
equally from marriage, and this represents an increase from 46 per cent in 
1964 (Table 2). 


Starting in 1974, the percentages of Canadians who believed that 
men and women gain equally from marriage is higher for the less well 
educated and for older persons. In the absence of other questions explor- 
ing the reasons for the responses, it is difficult to interpret such varia- 
tions by age and education. Perhaps older and less well educated persons 
are more influenced by a standard setting phrase (e.g., of course it should 
be equal) than are better educated and younger persons. Perhaps they are 
more likely to subscribe to general norms of marital equality in a society; 
or perhaps being older or less well educated actually is associated with a 
set of experiences which is the basis for a belief in sexual equality with 
respect to marital gains. 


In 1964 women were slightly less likely than men to state that 
gains from marriage were equally shared by a man and a woman, but this 
difference disappeared in later polls. However, among those respondents 
who do not believe gains from a marriage are equal, men and women differ 
substantially in their perceptions about who gains. As shown in Table 2, 
throughout the 15 years covered by the polls, women were much more likely 
to say that men gain more from marriage whereas men are much more likely to 
state that women gain more from a marriage. 


Be Helping with Housework 


Attitudes about who gains from a marriage are conditioned by 
perceptions about what each partner contributes to a marriage, financially, 
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socially and emotionally, and the relative worth and balance of such con- 
tributions. One contribution made by women to a marriage is the running of 
a household. Indeed, “homemaking” - which includes housework - tradition- 
ally is viewed as the primary role of a woman in her adult years. While 
the emphasis on the homemaker role may be changing as a result of the 
growing labour force participation of women, various studies (Kome, 1982; 
Meissner, et. al., 1975; Proulx, 1978) indicate that women still have near- 
exclusive responsibility for housework. Male involvement in household 
chores has increased in response to the growing labour force participation 
of their wives and the increased salience of "egalitarian" sex roles within 
marriage. But the magnitude of the involvement remains small. Women do 
most of the housework, and men only marginally increase their contribution 
when they have a wife in the labour force? (Meissner et. al., 1975). 


Two Gallup polls conducted in 1958 and in 1981 confirm these 
observations but also indicate changes over time in the perception of male 
assistance in housework (Table 3). In 1958, nearly three quarters of the 
married men polled indicated that they helped with housework. Such help 
was more likely among younger men and better educated men. When asked if 
men in the home helped with the housework, 71 percent of the married women 
said yes, a response indicating considerable consistency between the help 
which married men and women perceived males as offering. Better educated 
women and younger women were more likely to indicate assistance from men in 
the household. 


Although seven out of ten married Canadians in 1958 indicated 
male help with the housework, such assistance for the most part did not 
occur on a regular basis. When asked how often help was given with the 
housework, the majority of men and women responded "occasionally"; approx- 
imately one third indicated that such help occurred “regularly”. Older men 
and women were more likely than younger respondents to indicate that men 
helped regularly with the housework. Education of the respondents was also 
related to the propensity of males to help with the housework. The lower 
the education, the more likely male respondents were to indicate that their 
housework assistance occurred regularly. Conversely, male assistance on an 
occasional basis was more characteristic of better educated married men and 
women. 


The 1981 poll sharpened the focus on male assistance with house- 
work by asking explicitly about the activities of the husband. Initially, 
the poll probed general Canadian attitudes by asking whether husbands 
should be expected to share in the general housework. Seventy-two per cent 
of the respondents indicated that male involvement should occur, with a 
remaining 17 per cent indicating that such involvement should be expected 
if the wife worked in the paid labour force. Younger respondents and 
better educated respondents were more likely to indicate unconditionally 
that the husband should be expected to share in the housework, a pattern 
observed earlier with respect to the 1958 poll. 


When asked about the assistance with housework their husbands 
provided, approximately eight out of ten married women indicated they 
received either regular or occasional assistance. When asked if they 
helped with the housework, nine out of ten married men said they did. The 
data from the 1981 polls are presented in two ways in Table 3. First the 


- 9 - 


data are shown as originally formatted. Although this distinguishes those 
who give a “not at all" response and those who give or receive assistance, 
it is not directly comparable to the formatting of the 1958 poll. As a 
result, percentages were recalculated for those responses where assistance 
was indicated, showing the amount of assistance involved. Again there are 
differences in the amount of housework which married women say husbands do 
and the amount which husbands say they do. Over half of the married women 
whose husbands help with housework say they do so occasionally. In 
contrast, slightly less than half of the husbands say that they help 
occasionally and over half say that they help regularly. To be sure, these 
differences are not large, but they do suggest a modest discrepancy between 
married women and men in the perceptions of husbands' assistance with 
housework. 


When compared with the 1958 poll, the 1981 data indicate an 
increased percentage of husbands who help with the housework. However, 
among those husbands who do help, there is little change over time in the 
frequency of their assistance. In 1958, 55 percent of the men and 
57 per cent of the women indicated that help was given "occasionally". In 
1981, over half of the women indicated such “occasional help" as did 
42 per cent of the men. Perceptions among married women as to the level of 
help with housework did not change at all during the 23-year period. In 
sum, these data do not suggest a dramatic redefinition of the domestic 
roles of women, an observation which other research also confirms (Kome, 
1982e— Meissnerfet.« «al..1l9/75). 


D. Marriage and Fiscal Issues 


In addition to the social and emotional aspects of marriage for 
men and women, marriage also has a financial side. Marriage usually 
implies new and more extensive financial considerations which result from 
alterations in consumption related tastes, the presence of children, and 
the extent to which both partners are employed outside the home. Quite 
apart from the impact which marriage has in creating a financial unit, 
marriage also has financial consequences for women-e In particular, to the 
extent that marriage means complete or partial withdrawal from the labour 
force for women, their monetary contribution to the accumulation of assets 
and to the maintenance of the household are minimized. In the past, the 
diminished monetary contributions of a woman weakened her claims to 
property settlement upon dissolution of a marriage (Cook and Eberts, 19/76). 
While changes in family law have partially remedied this handicap (but, see 
Dulude, 1984), considerable concern still exists over the societal tendency 
to ignore or devalue the indirect economic contributions of the homemaker. 


The issue of the value of the homemaker role in determining 
divorce settlements was addressed in a Gallup poll conducted in 1983 
(Table 4). Nearly nine out of ten Canadians (86 per cent) indicated that a 
woman should receive financial recognition for her contribution (as a 
housewife and mother) to family life, with women more likely than men to 
favor such recognition (88 per cent versus 83 per cent for men). Better 
educated Canadians also were more likely to indicate their support for 
financial recognition in divorce settlements. 
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These data indicate considerable support among Canadians for 
financial recognition in divorce settlements of a woman's contribution to 
home life. However, it should be noted that this is a general question 
and it does not probe the critical issue of assigning an actual dollar 
value to such financial recognition. It is possible that, as with sharing 
housework, a majority of Canadians believe in the general principle but, 
as with shared housework, the actual contribution might be far less 
generous than the principle implies. 


Another Gallup poll conducted in 1983 probed a different finan- 
cial aspect of marriage - income tax exemptions. However, in this poll, 
the issue of tax exemptions is linked to a specific homemaker function, 
childcare. Canadians are asked to indicate their level of agreement with a 
statement that a married person who is childless and whose spouse is not 
working outside the home should be treated as a single person in tax exemp- 
tion matters, that is, to deny to an employed person the tax exemption for 
a childless spouse who was at home. Over half of the respondents indicated 
disagreement with treating such a person as single in tax exemptions (Table 
4, panel 2), and married persons were the most opposed, followed by widowed 
and divorced respondents and last by single respondents. Disagreement was 
greatest among Canadians who are age 30 and older or who have more than an 
elementary school education. Only a third of the Canadians polled 
indicated support for such a proposal. 


The results of this poll indicate that in the early 1980s, a 
majority of Canadians did not favor removing the tax exemption for a child- 
less spouse who stayed at home. However, it would be facile to consider 
either the rejection of this proposal as reaffirming the traditional roles 
of women or the acceptance of this proposal as indicating support for the 
principle that productive worth is determined by either child-care or 
labour market activity. These dimensions may be captured by the poll 
question, but in the absence of additional questions probing the reasons 
for the original response, we cannot tell. There is a tendency of 
respondents in polls to favour the status quo position regardless of the 
issue. A desire to prevent the erosion of tax benefits and protect 
existing ones may also have affected the level and pattern of responses. 


Ve FAMILY RESPONSIBILITIES AND FEMALE LABOUR FORCE PARTICIPATION 


In addition to questions which focused on the matters arising 
from the domestic setting, the majority of the Gallup Polls during the past 
30 years focused on labour force related issues affecting women. As part 
of this focus, Canadians were polled repeatedly on their attitudes 
concerning three interrelated areas: 1) the impact which labour force 
participation has on family life; 2) the acceptability of women with and 
without young children working outside the home; and 3) various aspects of 
maternity leave and day-care availability. Since these topics reflect 
issues which accompanied the increased labour force participation of women, 
most of the polls on these topics were conducted during the 1970s and 
1980s. 
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In general, the results of the polls indicate growing acceptance 
of women employed outside the home, but concern over the implied loss of 
the traditionally defined domestic responsibilities of women. Polls 
conducted in 1973 and again in 1982 asked Canadians whether the increasing 
labour force participation of married women with families had a harmful 
effect on family life. Over half of the respondents in both polls 
indicated that increases in labour force participation have had a harmful 
effect on family life (Table 5, panels 1 and 2). In 1973, women were 
somewhat less likely than men to say that family life is harmed, but this 
sex difference in responses was not present in 1983. 


Although a majority of Canadians in the 1970s and 1980s believed 
that family life had been harmed by the growing labour force participation 
of married women, an increasing percentage of Canadians believed that 
family life has not been harmed. In 1973, slightly over one-quarter of 
Canadians indicated that family life was not harmed by the increased 
labour force participation of married women. By 1982, 38 per cent gave 
such a response. In both years, the belief that family life was not harmed 
was more likely to be expressed by younger and better educated Canadians. 


Other polls conducted between 1960 and 1982 provide additional 
evidence of changing Canadian attitudes with respect to women's labour 
force participation and family responsibilities. During this period, 
Canadians were asked on five different occasions to indicate the accept- 
ability of a married woman working if a) she had young children, and b) if 
she had no young children. 


Throughout the 1800s and much of the 1900s, the labour force 
participation of married women was negatively viewed (Kessler-Harris, 1980; 
Oppenheimer, 1970; Smuts, 1971). This reaction against married women 
working reflected both the belief that it conflicted with a woman's home 
responsibilities and the belief that married women took jobs away from 
married men and single people who needed them. The latter rationale 
subsided when a post-World War II depression did not materialize, but the 
former belief stressing home responsibilities has remained the most 
important factor determining negative attitudes toward the employment of 
married women (Oppenheimer, 1970:43-55). 


As revealed by the responses to the five Gallup polls, between 
1960 and 1982, Canadians increasingly believed that married women should 
take a job outside the home, although the magnitude of acceptance is condi- 
tioned by the presence or absence of young children. In 1960, nearly two 
thirds of the respondents thought that married women should take a job 
outside the home if they wanted to, and if they had no young children 
(Table 5, panel 3). Ten years later, over three quarters of the respon- 
dents agreed that married women should take a job outside the home if they 
had no young children.+ The percentage increased steadily during the 
1970s and 1980s, and in 1982 nearly nine out of ten Canadians (87 per cent) 
polled indicated agreement with the concept of married women working when 
they had no young children. Before 1975, women were much more likely than 
men to indicate acceptance of this idea, but these sex differences in 
acceptance levels disappeared in the 1975 poll and thereafter. In all five 
polls, the percentages indicate acceptance of this idea was more charac- 
teristic of better educated and younger Canadians. 
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The level of acceptance for the statement that a married women 
should take a job outside the home dropped dramatically when women had 
young children. For example, in 1982 only four out of ten Canadians (38 
per cent) agreed that women should take a job outside the home when they 
have young children. Nine out of ten agreed with work outside the home 
when women had no young children. This indicates the persistence of belief 
in the care-giver role which women have traditionally assumed. Young 
children are particularly likely to invoke the sex role expectations of 
women aS care-givers. Not only are young children physically vulnerable 
and dependent on others for food, clothing and physical comfort, but the 
mental growth in those early years is considered by many to be critically 
determined by the level and quality of stimulation. While care and 
stimulation can be obtained in a variety of settings, the more traditional 
view emphasizes the importance of maternal care. Indeed, any declines in 
time spent by women in childcare as a result of lower fertility may have 
been offset by the increasing emphasis on quality childcare (Boyd, Eichler 
and Hofley, 1976:14). 


Although the belief that married women should take jobs outside 
the home is reduced when young children are present, there have been impor- 
tant increases in this acceptance level over time. In 1960, only five 
per cent of the Canadians polled indicated that married women should take a 
job outside the home if they had young children. This percentage increased 
substantially throughout the 1970s and 1980s. In fact, the rate of change 
was greater for the acceptance of married women working if they had young 
children than it was for the acceptance indicated if they had no young 
children (an average annual increase of 1.5 percentage points for the 
former compared with 1.0 percentage points per year for the latter). 


In sum, the Gallup polls indicate considerable change during the 
past two decades in the attitudes of Canadians toward women working outside 
the home. By 1982 nearly nine out of ten Canadians agreed that married 
women should take a job outside the home if they had no young children. 

The majority of Canadians still perceived the maternal role as incompatible 
with labour force participation when young children were present, but here 

too attitudes are changing. Whereas in 1960, only one out of 20 Canadians 

indicated that married women with young children should take a job outside 

the home, by 1982 38 per cent held similar views. 


The results of these five polls suggest that Canadians increas- 
ingly do not see child-care, particularly when it involves older children, 
as precluding labour force participation. This represents a shift away 
from a model in which maternal roles and economic roles are perceived as 
incompatible. Four additional polls conducted in the early 1970s and the 
early 1980s probe the interrelationship between the maternal roles of women 
and their economic roles by asking about maternity and day-care issues. As 
presented in Table 6 (panel 1), over 60 per cent of Canadians polled in 
1970 indicate support for a maternity leave law in which employers would 
give women a leave of absence totalling 18 weeks. Although the trends are 
not linear, this approval is more likely to come from younger Canadians and 
Canadians with high school education or less. 
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In addition to this poll on maternity leave, three polls probed 
Canadian attitudes on the provision of day care. One poll conducted in 
1982 explored the general issue of who should be responsible for the 
provision of day-care facilities. Nearly half of the respondents indicated 
that day-care provisions were the responsibility of the family but 41 per 
cent indicated that the government should share in this responsibility. 
Women were less likely than men to say that the provision of day-care for 
working mothers was primarily the responsibility of the mother or family. 
Better educated Canadians also were less likely to see day-care provisions 
as the primary responsibility of the family and more likely to agree that 
the government should share in the responsibility. 


The remaining two polls on day-care provisions explicitly asked 
about fiscal responsibility in the funding of day-care. In March 19/71, 
Canadians were asked for their reactions to the establishment of a day-care 
system in which parents would pay fees on a sliding scale and where both 
the federal and provincial governments would contribute to the cost. 
Sixty-one per cent indicated support for such a program, with two thirds of 
the women and 55 per cent of the men indicating support. Support for such 
a program was more likely to come from younger Canadians and from Canadians 
who had received some post-secondary schooling. 


The 1971 poll asked respondents to react to an explicit recommen- 
dation from a federal government commission. As noted earlier in this 
report, the invocation of formal authority may invite concurrance of 
respondents with the position stated and hence inflate the percentages 
approving. However, when the results of this 1971 poll are combined with 
the results of a 1983 poll, the data suggest that Canadians favour govern- 
ment funding of day care. In 1983, five out of ten of the Canadians polled 
indicated government money for child-care should be spent directly on day- 
care rather than in the form of child-care allowances. However, another 
four out of ten indicated a preference for child-care allowances. Support 
for directing money toward day-care centres was highest among younger 
and better educated Canadians. Older Canadians and those who were less 
educated were more likely to favour directing government money toward 
child-care allowances. 


In combination with the polls presented in Table 5, these polls 
on maternity leave and day-care issues underscore the changes in Canadian 
attitudes toward the combining of maternal and economics roles. Although 
over half of the respondents to the 1982 poll considered the increased 
labour force participation of married women to have had a harmful effect on 
family life, and although Canadians are still likely to view the presence 
of young children as pre-empting the participation of married women in the 
labour force, the trend over time is for an increasing percentage to say 
that family life is not harmed by married women being in the labour force 
and that married women with young children should take a job outside the 
home. Starting in the early 1970s, many Canadians also supported the 
concept of maternity leave and the establishment of a day care system. 


In 1982 Canadians were only slightly more likely to see the 
provision of day-care facilities for working mothers as the responsibility 
of the mother or father (49 per cent) rather than as a responsibility to be 
shared by the government (41 per cent). Allocating government money toward 
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day-care centres was preferred by nearly half of the respondents to a 1983 
poll while 42 per cent preferred the money to be distributed through family 
allowance payments. All of these attitudes suggest an increased awareness 
and support by Canadians for the labour force participation of women. As 
such, they represent shifts away from the more traditional conceptualiza- 
tion of women's activities as restricted to the home. 


VI. ATTITUDES TOWARD WOMEN IN MALE OCCUPATIONS 


In the past, attitudes which emphasize the domestic responsibi- 
lities of women not only restricted female labour force participation, but 
also influenced the nature of such participation when it occurred. 
Sociologists have noted for a long time that many of the occupations women 
held are logical extensions of the domestic tasks performed in the 
household - nursing, food preparation and service, and cleaning, for 
example. These occupations, and others such as secretaries (the office 
wife) are female-labelled occupations, defined as suitable only for women. 
Other occupations such as physician, lawyer, logger, metal and smelting 
furnace men, which are held either wholly or predominantly by men, can be 
described as male-labelled occupations. As more and more women have 
entered the Canadian labour force, their concentration in female-labelled 
occupations has become an issue since such concentration means limited 
opportunities for advancement, higher wages and other rewards of the work 
place (Boyd, 1982). Correspondingly, the entry of women into male-labelled 
occupations is given increased attention as one way of desegregating the 
workplace. 


Beginning in 1955, the Gallup polls probed attitudes held by 
Canadians on females in male labelled occupations. Canadians were asked 
questions about their acceptance of female physicians, lawyers and 
ministers. Their reaction to a female leader of a federal political party 
was also probed, along with their attitudes toward the admittance of women 
to the RCMP and toward compulsory military service for both men and women. 
Within the situations described by the poll questions, and with the 
exception of compulsory military service for women, Canadians indicated a 
high acceptance of women in these traditionally male-dominated 
occupations. 


Table 7 presents the results of two polls conducted in 1955 and 
1964 which asked Canadians about their confidence in female doctors and 
lawyers in an emergency. In 1955, nearly three fourths (72 per cent) of 
the Canadians polled indicated that they had the same confidence in a 
female doctor as in a male doctor in an emergency. There was very little 
difference in response by sex or age (Table 7). Nine years later, in 1964, 
the proportion indicating the same confidence in a male or female physician 
had increased to 81 per cent. Much of this shift has occurred among the 
younger age groups, who were more likely to express confidence 
than were older Canadians. Better educated Canadians also were more likely 
than less well educated Canadians to state that they had about the same 
confidence in a female physician as in a male physician. 
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However, it would be an exaggeration to herald Canadians as 
holding egalitarian views as far back as the 1950s on the basis of these 
results. The results were no doubt influenced by the general nature of the 
question in which an emergency situation was used to legitimate the use of 
a female doctor. Also, respondents were asked to indicate their feelings 
in a hypothetical situation in which a female physician already was 
present. 


Answers to the question on confidence in a female lawyer further 
Support the argument that the emergency situation legitimized the use of a 
female physician and thus inflated the egalitarian response to the 
question. While over half of the respondents in the 1955 and 1964 polls 
indicated that they had equal confidence in a female or male lawyer, at 
least one third indicated that they would have less confidence in a female 
lawyer. This increased proportion of respondents who lacked confidence in 
female lawyers compared with responses to female physicians could be due to 
the failure to reiterate the emergency situation. Of course, it also could 
be caused by the nature of the professional work. Perhaps female physi- 
cians are legitimated by performing health-related (and hence nurturing) 
tasks, whereas female lawyers clearly operate in a man's world of business 
and they may be considered less suited for the job. 


The 1955 poll also asked Canadians whether women should be 
accepted into the ministry. Four additional questions on the topic were 
raised in polls conducted between the late 1950s and the early 1980s. 
These polls indicate an increasing acceptance of women in the ministry, 
even among Roman Catholics where theological decisions preclude the 
ordination of women. Table 8 presents the results of these polls. Unlike 
previous tables, religion is included as a characteristic of the 
respondent, since acceptance of women in the ministry was found to be 
highly conditional on the religion of the respondent in the earlier polls. 


Between 1955 and 1976, Canadians were asked on four different 
occasions for their thoughts on whether women should be accepted in the 
ministry. In 1955, four out of ten respondents (41 per cent) thought women 
should be accepted; in 1959 and 1966, five out of ten respondents indicated 
such an acceptance; and by 1976 nearly eight out of ten Canadians agreed 
women should be accepted in the ministry if they were qualified. 

In all these polls, a higher percentage of women than men indicated 
acceptance of women in the ministry, although the differences were 
noteworthy only in the 1959 and 1966 polls. The percentages indicating 
acceptance were also more characteristic of older Canadians and better 
educated Canadians. 


The marked increase between 1955 and 1976 in the acceptance of 
women in the ministry was most pronounced among Roman Catholics. In 1955, 
16 per cent of the Roman Catholics indicated acceptance of women in the 
ministry with over half agreeing that women should not be accepted. By 
1976, 71 per cent of the Roman Catholics indicated acceptance, with less 
than 20 per cent indicating that women should not be accepted in the 
ministry. The percentages of Protestants indicating acceptance increased 
from 67 per cent in 1955 to 87 per cent in 1976, and acceptance levels by 
members of other faiths went from 65 per cent to 75 per cent between 1955 
and 1976. 


—AGiR= 


The question put to Canadians about accepting women in the 
ministry does not specify the form of participation of women in the 
ministry. What constitutes “acceptance” of women in the ministry may have 
been differentially interpreted by respondents as meaning the ordination of 
women or alternatively as their involvement as laypersons. Reaction to 
women as ordained Roman Catholic priests was probed explicitly in a 1981 
poll which asked Canadians for their opinion on the consequences of such 
ordination for Roman Catholicism in Canada. Nearly one fourth of the 
respondents gave no opinion on the topic, and, as one might expect, the 
absence of an opinion was most characteristic of non-Roman Catholics. Most 
Canadians, however, indicated that the ordination of women as Roman 
Catholic priests would have no real effect on the strength or weakness of 
Roman Catholicism in Canada (37 per cent). An additional one fourth indi- 
cated that such ordination would in fact strengthen Roman Catholicism (24 
per cent). The percentage who indicated that the ordination would 
strengthen Roman Catholicism was higher among younger respondents and among 
the Canadians with a technical or university education. Respondents who 
were Catholic were more likely than members of other religious faiths to 
agree that the ordination of women would weaken Roman Catholicism. But 
this should not deflect attention from the fact that two thirds of the 
Catholic respondents indicated that ordination would either have no effect 
or would strengthen Roman Catholicism. In sum, it appears that the 
majority of Canadians are accepting of the increased position of women in 
pastoral roles and that this acceptance extends to the participation of 
women as ordained Roman Catholic priests. 


Gallup polls conducted in the 1960s and 1980s also asked 
questions concerning the acceptance of women in politics, an area which 
traditionally was and continues to be male dominated (Brodie and Vickers, 
1982). In 1969, Canadians were asked if they thought Canada would be ruled 
better or worse if women had more say in politics (Table 9, panel 1). 
Responses were mixed. Slightly over one third of Canadians replied that it 
would make no difference, slightly under one third replied that Canada 
would be ruled better if women had more say in politics that Canada would 
be ruled better if women had more say in politics, and about one quarter 
indicated that Canada would be ruled worse. Women were more likely than 
men to indicate that Canada would be ruled better if women had more say in 
politics. 


Like the questions on the acceptance of women in the ministry, 
this question did not specify what was meant by women having more say in 
politics. It could be variously interpreted as a greater number of women 
voting, increased formal participation as party members and political can- 
didates or simply greater acceptance among politicians for policies coming 
from women. However, in 1964 and again in 1975 and 1983, Canadians were 
asked about their acceptance of a woman as leader of a federal political 
party. The 1964 poll asked Canadians whether they would vote for a woman 
who was chosen by their party as federal leader and who was qualified for 
the job of Prime Minister. Nearly seven out of ten Canadians replied "yes" 
(Table 9, panel 2), with younger Canadians more likely to give this 
response than older Canadians. The question was altered somewhat in the 
1975 and 1983 polls which asked Canadians about their support for a federal 
political party which chose a qualified woman as its leader. The 
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percentage of respondents who said it would make no difference increased 
from 73 per cent in 1975 to 78 per cent in 1983. In both polls, a higher 
percentage of younger and better educated respondents said it would make no 
difference. Over ten per cent in both polls indicated that they would be 
more inclined to support a federal political party if a qualified woman was 
chosen as the leader. Women were far more likely than men to indicate such 
increased support. 


Altogether, these polls conducted during the past 20 years indi- 
cate considerable acceptance by Canadians for the participation of women in 
politics. However, the precise level of support or the translation of such 
acceptance into voting behaviour should not be extrapolated from these 
results. The magnitude of acceptance for women in politics could have been 
enhanced by the phrasing of the questions. In particular, the question on 
women as leaders of federal party legitimated the situation by invoking the 
choice of a female candidate in a national leadership convention. The 
question also invoked hypothetical qualification, namely, “if your party 
chose a qualified woman". Some respondents may have responded to the 
question as a hypothetical one and one not likely to occur. In short, 
while most Canadians undoubtedly do accept women as participants in the 
political arena, the polls represent general statements about such 
participation rather than predictive statements. (See: Ferree, 1974:391 
for similar observations on Gallup Poll questions on a woman candidate for 
the United States presidency). 


If politics is viewed as a man's world, even more so is the RCMP 
and the military (Simpson, Toole and Player, 1979). However, a 1974 poll 
indicates that Canadians appear favourable in their assessment of the 
admission of women into the RCMP. Nearly three quarters of the respondents 
indicated that the admission of women into the RCMP would prove beneficial 
to the work of that organization. The tendency to give such a response was 
greater among young Canadians than older Canadians and among better 
educated Canadians (Table 9). Like the questions on women as federal 
leaders, the favourable response may have been slightly increased by the 
presentation of the admission of women as a fait accompli. (As you 
probably know, the RCMP this year admitted women to its work force). 


In recent years, the admission of women into policing, fire- 
fighting, and military occupations has emerged as a major topic of debate. 
Resistance to the admission of women into the military, particularly in 
combat units, is considerable. The emerging debate (see Basow, 
1980:280-283) centres on the concept of masculinity, and the ability of 
the organization to meet its objectives when women are members (Arkin and 
Dobrofsky, 1978; Pearson, 1979; and Simpson, Toole and Player, 1979). 
Unfortunately, the Gallup poll questions on women in the military are not 
well suited to assessing Canadian attitudes on the level and type of female 
participation in the military. Three polls conducted in 1980, 1981, and 
1983 focused on Canadian reactions to a compulsory one-year conscription of 
young men and young women at age 18. Although conscription is a mechanism 
for recruiting and locating women in the military, the question primarily 
measured Canadian reactions to the principle of conscription rather than 
their attitudes toward women as participants in the military organization. 
However, the responses to the polls do indicate that Canadians are not 
sex-blind in their assessment of military conscription. 
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As indicated in Table 9, Canadians are far less likely to approve 
a compulsory one year conscription for young women than they are for young 
men. In 1983, over half of the respondents indicated that they would favor 
such conscription for men; over one third favored conscription for women. 
Conversely, 41 per cent of those polled opposed conscription for young men 
while 57 per cent opposed it for young women. The 1980 and 1981 polls also 
show similar patterns in the responses obtained with regard to the 
conscription of young men and young women. In all three polls, approval of 
compulsory conscription for both men and women was more characteristic of 
older Canadians and less well educated Canadians. Conversely, opposition 
to conscription was more likely to come from young and better educated 
Canadians. 


The finding that Canadians are more opposed to the compulsory 
conscription of women than of men is not surprising. With rare exceptions, 
such as in Israel, men but not women traditionally have been subjected to 
conscription. A variety of rationales are given for this, ranging from the 
reluctance to put women into combat duties to the desire to protect the 
“weaker sex" and ensure the continued reproduction of the society. 


VEE. SEXUAL EQUALITY IN THE LABOUR FORCE 


The entrance of women into male-dominated occupations and its 
increasing acceptance by Canadians are important considerations in any 
discussion of sexual equality in the labour force. As discussed earlier, a 
sex-segrated occupational structure is partly responsible for the large 
differences between men and women with respect to income, work-related 
benefits, and job security (Boyd, 1982; Armstrong and Armstrong, 1975; 
1983). The entry of women into male dominated occupations is one way of 
desegregating the labour force and lessening those sexual inequalities. 


Any attempt at desegregating the workplace is a complex process 
invoking a number of alternative strategies (Boyd, 1982). It requires 
attention to more specific issues, such as equality in hiring and promo- 
tion. In doing so, it raises the more general issues of equal opportunity 
and equal pay and their related policies (Cook and Eberts, 1976; Ratner, 
1980). Canadian attitudes toward these issues were probed in a number of 
Gallup polls during the past 30 years. Canadians were asked a number of 
questions which highlighted their perceptions and practices concerning 
sexual equality in abilities and opportunities. They were also asked for 
their opinions on whether men and women should have equal opportunities for 
employment and they were asked questions about the principle of equal pay 
for equal work. 


Canadian attitudes toward sexual equality in abilities and 
opportunities are reflected in their answers to three questions asked 
repeatedly in polls during the 1970s and early 1980s: 1) can women run 
businesses as well as men? 2) do women in Canada get as good a break as 
men? and 3) does a woman who has the same ability as a man have as good a 
chance to become the executive of a company? (Table 10). Most Canadians 
thought that women could run most businesses as well as men, and this 
increased over time, from 58 per cent of the respondents in 1971 to 
78 per cent in 1981 and 83 per cent in 1983. In all three polls in which 
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this question was asked, women were were much more likely than men to 
answer that women could run most businesses as well as men. The majority 
of men did indicate a belief in the ability of women to run businesses as 
well as men, but a larger percentage of male respondents than female 
respondents thought that women could not. In the 1971 poll better educated 
respondents were more likely to indicate that women could not run busi- 
nesses as well as well as men, but the relationship weakened in the 1981 
poll and disappeared in 1983. Conversely, the relationship between age and 
type of response strengthened over time, and by 1981 younger respondents 
were more likely than older respondents to indicate that women could run 
businesses as well as men. 


Although Canadians increasingly believed that women can run most 
businesses as well as men, they were equivocal about whether men and women 
have equal chances. In fact, in response to the question on whether or not 
women in Canada get as good a break as men, the percentage indicating “yes” 
declined over time. Nearly two thirds said “yes” in 1971; 42 per cent in 
1981, and 47 per cent in 1983. By the early 1980s, over half of the 
Canadians polled believed that women did not get as good a break as did 
men, with women much more likely than men to give such a response. In all 
the polls, more highly educated respondents were more likely to concur that 
women did not get as good a break as men. 


Asking Canadians whether women get as good a break as men is a 
very general question, and it is difficult to pinpoint what respondents 
reffered to in answering the question. Many respondents could have used 
their own experiences as a frame of reference. Combined with the growing 
labour force participation of women and the increased attention to sexual 
inequality, this could account for the increases between 1971 and 1981 in 
the percentages who said that women did not get as good a break as men. 
This interpretation is strengthened by the magnitude of responses to a 
third question which asked if a woman with the same ability as a man has as 
good a chance to become the executive of a company. In 19/1, 1981, and 
1983, approximately four out of ten Canadians indicated that a woman had as 
good a chance to become an executive as a man and Slightly more than five 
out of ten Canadians said that she did not. These figures are similar to 
those produced in the 1981 and 1983 polling of Canadians about whether 
women get as good a break as men. The variations in responses by sex 
and education also are similar to those noted earlier. In both the 1981 
and the 1983 polls, the percentages indicating that a woman with equal 
ability had as good a chance as a man to become an executive of a company 
were lower for female respondents than for male respondents. Conversely, 
females were more likely to indicate that a woman did not have as good a 
chance. In all three polls between 1971 and 1983, better educated respon- 
dents were also more likely than less well educated respondents to indicate 
that the chances of becoming an executive were unequal. These data suggest 
that, compared with men and less educated Canadians, Canadians who are 
university educated or female are more likely to perceive access to 
positions of power and privilege as still blocked for women. 


The three questions on women running businesses as well as men, 
on getting as good breaks as men, and on chances for becoming an executive 
are descriptive rather than prescriptive questions. They evoke assessments 
about what is occurring in the described situations, but they do not probe 
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whether this situation is considered appropriate. Several additional polls 
on the preference for male or female bosses, and on issues of equal 
opportunity for employment and equal pay for equal work provide some 
insight into the extent to which Canadians comply with the principles of 
sexual equality in the workplace (Tables 11 and 12). 


These polls indicate the preferential treatment of men, but also 
considerable weakening of that position over time. This is shown in the 
responses to the questions on male and female bosses and on hiring 
practices with regard to men and women. Three polls, conducted in 1953, 
1967 and 1974, asked Canadians “if you were taking a new job and had your 
choice of a boss, would you prefer to work for a man or a woman?” In all 
three polls less than 10 per cent of the respondents indicated a preference 
for a female boss. Most preferred a male boss, but this declined over time 
from nearly two thirds of the respondents in 1953 and in 1967 to 42 per 
cent in 1974. Correspondingly, the percentage of Canadians who indicated 
that the sex of the boss made no difference rose from 18 per cent in 1953 
to 48 per cent in 1974. Unfortunately, the question has not been repeated 
since 1974, and there is no way of ascertaining the continuation of this 
trend away from expressing a preference for male bosses and toward stating 
that it makes no difference. 


More recent data on the preference for male and female bosses 
also would permit tracing the pattern of responses by education which 
occurred between 1967 and 1974. In both the 1953 and 1967 polls, the 
preference for a male boss was highest for university educated Canadians. 
By 1974, however, the percentage expressing a preference for a male boss 
was lowest for the university educated. Canadians under age 40 were more 
likely than older Canadians to state that the sex of the boss made no 
difference, as were university educated Canadians. One suspects that these 
changes are very much related to the growing labour force participation of 
women throughout the 1960s and 1970s. As discussed in Section II of this 
report, younger and better educated people may be attitudinally more 
responsive to social change. 


In the 1950s and the 1960s the Gallup polls also asked Canadians 
whether they thought that married women should be given equal 
Opportunity to compete with men for jobs or employers should give men the 
first chance. Throughout this period, the results did not support the 
principle of sexual equality in employment opportunities. The percentages 
of respondents who answered that men should be given the first chance were 
59 per cent in 1956, 70 per cent in 1960, 79 per cent in 1961 and 53 per 
cent in 1965. The percentages stating that men and women should have equal 
Opportunity ranged from a low of 16 per cent in 1961 to nearly 40 per cent 
in 1965.’ With the exception of the 1965 poll, where younger respondents 
were more likely to state that married women be given equal chance with men 
for jobs, there was no clear cut relationship between the age of the 
respondent and the reply to the question. But, in all of the polls the 
percentages favoring giving men and married women equal chances were 
highest among the university educated. 


By 1965, the percentage of Canadians who believed that married 
women should be given equal chances for employment with men was only 
slightly higher than in 1956. Over half of the respondents to the 1965 
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poll indicated that men should be given first chance by employers. These 
questions on providing married women with equal employment chances were not 
repeated during the 1970s or 1980s, but a poll conducted in 1982 suggests a 
stunning reversal of opinion during the interim. The 1982 poll asked 
Canadians whether they agreed or disagreed with a suggestion that “ in this 
time of high unemployment, a married woman with a gainfully employed spouse 
should not be given equal opportunity in the job market". Hesse, Burstein 
and Atkin (1979) argue that such wording loads the responses in favour of 
agreement; and it is remarkable that in the face of such potential bias, 
seven out of ten Canadians disagreed with this statement. With the excep- 
tion of the age group under age 21, the level of disagreement was inversely 
related to age, with the highest percentage indicating disagreement occur- 
ring among the younger age groups. Similarly, the higher the education, 
the greater the percentage of Canadians indicating disagreement with the 
suggestion of denying a married woman equal opportunity in the job market. 


Accompanying the discussion on equal opportunity for women in the 
labour force has been a growing interest in eradicating the male-female 
wage gap through the concept of equal pay for equal work. This principle 
was first raised in Convention 100 passed by the International Labour 
Organization (ILO) in 1952, and it is part of the federal human rights 
legislation. It can also be found in some provincial human rights 
legislation or in their employment standards acts. Because it is not 
applicable where men and women are defined as holding different jobs, it is 
a less effective instrument for eradicating wage inequalities than 
originally thought to be. Attention now is directed to the issue of equal 
pay for work of equal value. 


Despite the limited effectiveness of equal pay for equal work, 
compliance with the principle is an indication of the extent to which Cana- 
dians believe in principles of sexual equality in the labour force. In 
1954 and in 1971, Gallup polls asked Canadians if women who work should 
receive equal pay with men for the same kind of work. Over half of the 
respondents in 1956 and 86 per cent in 19/71 agreed that women should 
receive equal pay (Table 12). The 1954 poll also asked respondents who 
agreed with the equal pay principle whether a law should be passed making 
it a rule, and nearly three quarters indicated "yes". Consistent with 
trends observed in the analyses of other poll questions, women were more 
likely than men to indicate agreement with the equal pay principle, as were 
younger and better educated Canadians. 


In addition to the questions on equal pay for the same (equal) 
work, a question on the distribution of pensions provides a final indica- 
tion of the extent to which Canadians supported the principle of sexual 
equality. This question, posed in 1983, asked Canadians for their reaction 
to the suggestion of calculating pensions in a way which distributed the 
same monthly income to beneficiaries regardless of sex. It should be noted 
that this method does not necessarily imply a substantial monetary 
improvement for women in old age (see Dulude, 1981). However, most 
Canadians probably are not aware of the actuarial complexities of pension 
benefits and their responses to the question appear to be based on a 
distinction between equal and unequal payments for men and women. As shown 
in Table 12, 86 per cent of the respondents to this question approved the 
principle of having the same monthly payments for male and female 
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beneficiaries. Women were more likely than men to indicate approval. So 
were younger Canadians, apart from the group under age 21. Generally, 
approval for the principle of equal pay was positively associated with 
level of education. University educated respondents, however, were least 
likely to indicate approval, perhaps as a result of their greater 
familiarity with and understanding of pension systems and benefits. 


Vili. WOMEN'S LIBERATION AND THE STATUS OF WOMEN 


In this final section of the report, we explore the perceptions 
of one major source of social change during the past 20 years, the women's 
movement. Two Gallup Poll questions’ raise the topic of the women's 
movement. The first assesses claims that women are treated as second-class 
citizens. The second asks women and men separately about the impact of 
women's liberation on male attitudes toward women. Both questions were 
asked during the 1970s with the second set of questions asked in 1973 and 
repeated in 1975. 


As shown in Table 13, a poll conducted in 1970 asked Canadians 
whether they agreed with the claims of the feminist movement that women are 
treated as second-class citizens. Only one fifth of the respondents agreed 
while nearly two thirds disagreed. The extent of disgreement varies by 
sex, age and education. Men were more likely than women to disagree with 
the suggestion. Increasing age was associated with increasing 
disagreement and, with the exception of technical school, so was increasing 
education. At first glance, then, Canadians in the early 1970s did not 
appear to perceive women as subject to second-class status. However, the 
choice of vocabulary in the poll cautions against such an interpretation. 
Not only is it unclear as to what “second-class citizen" meant, but the 
reference to the feminist movement and to its organization by some women 
may have predisposed respondents to disagree with the second class citizen 
claim. Research in the United States at about the same time as the 1970 
poll found that a number of negative stereotypes existed with respect to 
women's liberation (Chandler, 1972) - stereotypes which would have 
predisposed the respondents against affiliation with the group. 


The two other polls, conducted in 1973 and 1975, asked respon- 
dents whether male attitudes had changed because of women's liberation. 
Because male respondents were asked questions about their own attitudes, 
the polls permit comparisons of the change as viewed by men and as 
perceived by women. Table 13 shows that over one third of Canadian women 
in 1973 and 1975 believed that the average man's attitude toward women had 
changed because of women's liberation. However, when men were asked if 
their own attitudes had changed, only 13 per cent in 1973 and 18 per cent 
in 1975 agreed that their own attitudes had changed because of women's 
liberation. Several explanations exist for this male-female discrepancy in 
perceptions of attitudinal change. First, the term "women's liberation” is 
not defined in the question, so it may have had different meanings for men 
and women. If women interpeted the term very generally while men defined 
it more narrowly, then such discrepancies in the responses would result. 
Second, there may have been an active denial by men of the influences of 
women's liberation, however defined. Or, third, men may have believed that 
their attitudes were already favourable toward women. 
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IX. CONCLUSION 


Data collected from the Gallup polls during the past 30 years are 
a testimony of the enormous change which has occurred during the period 
with respect to women and women's issues. Yet, they also reveal a residue 
of earlier norms and practices. Both persistence and change can be seen in 
the responses provided by Canadians to questions on marital roles and 
marital gains, labour force participation of married women with and without 
young children, acceptance of women in male dominated occupations, 
abilities and chances of women in the labour force, issues of equal oppor- 
tunity and equal pay for equal work, and questions on the consequences of 
women's liberation for changing attitudes. 


Changing marital roles appear to have been accompanied by 
changing attitudes. While not all Canadians believed that the decline in 
the husband's importance was a good thing, an increasing percentage agreed 
that it was. By the 1980s, a majority of Canadians believed that marriages 
were egalitarian with respect to dominance exerted by the husband and the 
wife. A majority of Canadians also believe that gains from marriage are 
equally shared, although women are slightly more likely to see men as the 
beneficiaries and men are slightly more likely to see women as gaining from 
marriage. Polls conducted in the 1980s also indicate a majority believe 
that financial recognition of the homemaker role should exist in divorce 
settlements. 


However, traditional sex roles for men and women fade slowly. 
Evidence of such residual persistence is given from the polls which 
question Canadians about male assistance with housework. Between the late 
1950s and early 1980s, the percentage of husbands not assisting declined 
slightly; but among those who did "help with housework" around half did not 
do so on a regular basis. 


Canadian attitudes toward the entry of married women into the 
labour force also evinced considerable change, yet vestiges remain of the 
traditional maternal roles of women. Over time, there was a substantial 
increase in the percentage of Canadians who believed that married women 
should take a job outside the home if there were no young children, and by 
1982 nearly nine out of ten Canadians concurred with this belief. Although 
there was increasing acceptance over time for the labour force participa- 
tion of a married woman who had a young child, the level of acceptance was 
lower than for women without young children. By 1982, 40 per cent of Cana- 
dians believed that a married woman should take a job outside the home if 
she had a young child. Nonetheless, this percentage did represent a subs- 
tantial increase from the five per cent in 1960 who concurred with the 
labour force participation of married women with young children. And, 
polls conducted in the 1970s and 1980s indicated that a majority of Cana- 
dians support the concept of employer-granted maternity leave. Consider- 
able support also existed for the establishment of a day-care system. In 
the early 1980s Canadians were only slightly more likely to see the 
provision of day care facilities as the responsibility of the mother or 
father rather than as a responsibility to be shared by the government. 
When asked about the allocation of government money for child care, nearly 
half expressed a preference for the direction of such funds toward day 
care, with approximately 40 per cent preferring the direction of money 
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toward child care allowances. Although no one dominant opinion on child 
care arrangements exists in Canada, the level of support for day-care is 
illustrative of both its necessity and the change away from traditional 
maternal roles of women. 


Attitudes toward women in the labour force changed as well during 
the past 30 years. Canadians are more accepting of women as physicians, 
lawyers, political leaders and ministers of religion. The admission of 
women into the RCMP was viewed as beneficial to that organization by a 
majority of respondents in a 1974 poll. 


An increasing majority of Canadians also supported the principles 
of equality related to equal abilities, equal chances for employment and 
equal pay among men and women. Canadians agreed that women could run most 
businesses as well as men and that women should receive the same pay as men 
for the same work. Although polls in the 1950s and 1960s showed that 
Canadians believed a preference should be given to men in the hiring 
process, by 1982 seven out of ten Canadians disagreed with the statement 
that a married women with a gainfully employed spouse should not be given 
equal employment opportunity in the job market. 


Despite attitudes which favour the principle of sexual equality, 
Canadians were equivocal about the chances which women really had. Over 
time, an increasing percentage of Canadians said that women did not get as 
good a break as men. And, slightly over half of the Canadian respondents 
to polls conducted in the 1970s and 1980s said that a woman with the same 
ability did not have as good a chance as a man to become an executive in a 
company.e Such perceptions are most characteristic of females and better 
educated Canadians. 


Responses to Gallup Polls during the past 30 years also provide 
insights into which groups are most likely to adopt egalitarian positions. 
If women and educated Canadians are most likely to perceive women as 
receiving fewer breaks than men and having less accessibility to executive 
positions, they, along with younger Canadians, are also most likely to take 
egalitarian positions with regard to marital relations, female labour force 
positions, the entry of women into male-dominated occupations and issues 
concerning equal pay for equal work. These characteristics suggest the 
potential for increases in egalitarian oriented attitudes in the future. 
Educational levels of Canadians have been rising over time and will 
probably continue to do so. In recent years, the mobilization of women 
into change-oriented groups has promoted, if not created, the increasing 
visibility of women's issues and the need to press for sexual equality. 
Young Canadians are increasingly exposed to the issues of sexual equality 
from the media, parents and schools and in their own experiences. All of 
these groups contribute to public perceptions about issues affecting women 
and how they should be resolved. 


a 
FOOTNOTES 


1Gallup Poll data were made available by the Carleton University Social 
Science Data Archives. 


2For example, panel studies or even cross-sectional studies which include 
several questions on sex role attitudes permit more sophisticated 
questions and statistical analyses. With such data, the issue of consis- 
tency, in which people holding one attitudinal predisposition are likely 
to concur in a similar fashion on other issues can be ascertained (Cherlin 
and Walters, 1981; Mason and Bumpass, 1976; Mason, Czajka, and Arber, 
1976; Welch, 1975). The relation between specific attitudes and beliefs 
about the appropriateness of sex differences and social goals based on 
sexual equality also can be assessed (Mason and Bumpass, 1975), thus 
providing a more explanatory analysis in which individual attitudes are 
shown to reflect either individual situations or a more widely shared 
ideology or system of beliefs. 


3In their time budget study of married couples living in Vancouver in 1971, 
Meissner et.al. (1975:436) observed that for couples without a child under 
age ten, husbands increased their contribution to regular housework by six 
minutes a week when their wives went out to paid work. For couples with a 
child under age ten, the husband's contribution increased by one hour a 
week when the wife was employed. 


4The wording of the question in the 1960 poll may have predisposed the 
respondents toward emphasizing the “concentrate on the home response”. 
The question contrasted voluntarism (married women should take a job 
outside the home if they want to) with domestic responsibilities (should 
they concentrate on looking after the home). The question appearing in 
subsequent polls is more neutrally worded. 


°This is calculated by dividing the percentage difference between two 
points in time by the length of the time period. For example, in 1960 
five per cent of Canadians indicated that women who had young children 
should work outside the home compared to 38 per cent in 1982. The average 
annual increase of 1.5 percentage points is obtained by taking the differ- 
ence of 33 percentage points and dividing it by the 22 years between 1960 
and 1982. 


6The entry of women into male labelled occupations is an effective 
mechanism only if their movement into such occupations does not redefine 
the occupation as a “female” occupation. Prentice (1977) suggests such 
relabelling occurred with the entrance of women into the elementary 
teaching occupations in Ontario in the late 1800's. 


7No ready explanation exists for the upswing in the percentages favoring 
males during the early 1960's. It could possibly reflect reaction to the 
economic downturn in the late 1950's. The large swings suggest that one 
or more of the polls was unusual in composition. We investigated this 
possibility but in the absence of the original questionnaires and IBM 
punch cards, our investigation was limited and shed no light on the 
swings. 
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84 1975 poll raised three questions which might be considered related to 
the issues of womens liberation and the status of women. Canadians were 
asked if they had heard or read anything about Canadians’ participation in 
International Women's Year, designated by the United Nations for 1975. 
They also were informed that the Canadian government was spending two 
million dollars to promote a better understanding of women's issues and to 
encourage the activities of women's groups and they were asked how impor- 
tant they believed this was. Finally they were asked if ten years from 
now the status of women would have improved. FEighty-eight per cent of the 
respondents had not heard of International Women's Year as of October 
1974. But, primed by the information of Canada's two million dollar 
contribution, nearly half said that such a contribution was important 
(41 per cent said it was not very important). Nearly 75 per cent agreed 
that in ten years the status of women would have improved. While this 
percentage may reflect a growing optimism over change, it also could 
reflect the earlier announcement of the federal government's involvement 
in International Women's Year and the designation of such a year by the 
United Nations. More information is presented as Appendix A of this 
report. 
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Marital Domination, Canada 1958-1982 


Poll, Date and 
Respondent 
Characteristics 


Poll No.26/7 


March, 1958 

Question 6 

Total 

Sex: Male 
Female 

Age: 21-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50+ 


Education: Elementary 
High School 
University 


Poll No.297 
June, 1962 
Question 12 


Total 

Sex: Male 
Female 

Age: @i-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50+ 


Education: Elementary 
High School 
Technical 


University 


- 31 - 


Table 1 


Percentages by Poll Question 


and Response Categories 


Someone has said that fathers should be the top 
boss of the family in this country. 


or disagree with this? 


283 
406 


619 
598 
78 


Tota. 


100 


100 
100 


100 
100 
100 
100 


100 
100 
100 


Agree 


54 


Do you agree 


Disagree 


39 


No 
Opinion 


In general do you think Canadian women dominate 
their husbands or do you think husbands dominate 
their wives? 


Wives Husbands 

Total Dominate Dominate 
100 19 12 
100 20 12 
100 ily, 12 
100 19 14 
100 18 LS 
100 19 10 
100 18 8 
100 16 10 
100 18 15 
100 38 8 
100 24 LZ 


Equal 


60 


Don't 
Know 


10 


Be OG 


Table 1 (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.461 In general do you think Canadian women dominate 
May, 1982 their husbands or do you think husbands dominate 
Question 3 their wives (if unsure about dominate, repeat 


using “boss”™)? 


Wives Husbands Don't 
N Total Dominate Dominate Neither Know 
Total 1 041 100 14 Vey i 6 
Sex: Male o2i 100 14 26 54 6 
Female S20: 100 14 BE 49 6 
Age: 18-20 77 100 20 30 44 6 
21-29 254 100 16 34 45 2) 
30-39 206 100 jhil 36 45 8 
40-49 155 100 13 32 52 3 
50+ 337 100 14 19 61 5 
Education: Elementary 179 100 12 18 65 5 
High School 506 100 17 27 oy 5 
Technical 162 100 14 bs 46 8 
University ToT 100 q 40 45 7 
Poll No.357 Do you think that the dominant role of the 
January, 1973 husband in the Canadian family is, or is not, 
Question 14A declining in importance? 
Not 


N Total Declining Declining Undecided 


Total 724 100 49 39 LZ 
Sex: Male B73 100 51 37 EZ 
Female 35% 100 47 41 12 

Age: 18-20 72 100 47 43 8 
21-29 146 100 50 42 8 

30-39 134 100 48 43 9 

40-49 125 100 44 46 10 

50+ 247 100 Bye} 30 7 
Education: Elementary 202 100 45 39 16 
High School 394 100 49 4l 10 

Technical 49 100 3 33 10 


University 73 100 60 26 14 


lea 


Table 1 (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.357 Would you consider a decline in the husband's 
January, 1973 importance to be good or bad? 


Question 14B 


N Total Good Bad Undecided 
Total 722 100 20 63 1), 
Sex: Male Syl 100 23 58 19 
Female 351 100 17 68 15 
Age: 18-20 Le 100 26 64 10 
2A=—29 146 100 32 52 16 
50-39 134 100 19 70 aa 
40-49 124 100 ia 68 yi 
50+ 246 100 16 63 20 
Education: Elementary 200 100 18 66 16 
High School 393 100 va 64 1 
Technical 50 100 26 60 14 
University re 100 18 53 29 
Poll No.468 Do you think that the dominant role of the 
December, 1982 husband in the Canadian family is, or is not, 
Question 8A declining in importance? 
Not 
N Total Declining Declining Undecided 
Total L039 100 68 2 yi 
Sex: Male 519 100 70 23 7 
Female Dig 100 66 28 fi 
Age: 18-20 87 100 65 va 14 
21=29 233 100 68 25 7 
30-39 225 100 68 Zi 5 
40-49 143 100 69 25 6 
50+ 1S) 100 68 26 6 
Education: Elementary 183 100 69 23 8 
High School 495 100 64 29 7 
Technical 70 100 qZ jap 7 
University 189 100 TD Lo 6 
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Table 1 (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No. 468 Would you consider a decline in the husband's 
December, 1982 importance to be good or bad? 


Question 8B 


N Total Good Bad Undecided 

Total 12055 100 36 45 19 
Sex: Male 516 100 39 4l 20 
Female 519 100 33 49 18 

Age: 18-20 87 100 45 30 2 
21-29 2353 100 40 4O 19 

30-39 224 100 43 38 19 

40-49 P42 100 31 46 25 

50+ 335 100 27 56 16 
Education: Elementary 183 100 25 a7 18 
High School 493 100 32 47 20 

Technical 168 100 43 39 18 


University 189 100 48 32 20 
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Table 2 
Who Gains from Marriage, Canada 1964-1979 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.307 Of course it should be equal, but who do you 
April, 1964 think gains more from a marriage, the man or 
Question 14 woman? 
Man Woman 
Gains Gains 
N Total Most Most Equal Unde 
Total 716 100 Zh 21 46 
Sex: Male 363 100 150 24 49 
Female BD3 100 32 19 43 
Ages 21-29 150 100 ay 2A 43 
50-39 157 100 28 24 44 
40-49 iy 100 2s 20 50 
50+ 22 100 26 21 46 
Education: Elementary 224 100 Is) 18 48 
High School 359 100 27 22 46 
Technical 38 100 8 42 40 if 
University 93 100 28 18 45 
Poll No.368 Of course it should be equal, but who do you 
September, 1974 think gains more from a marriage, the man or 
Question 11 woman? 
The The 
N Total Man Woman Equal Op 
Total TO 51 100 23 20 48 
Sex: Male 506 100 15 26 49 
Female 545 100 30 iS) 47 
Age: 18-20 62 100 16 26 44 
21=29 254 100 19 26 48 
50-59 226 100 Pie) 23 44 
40-49 207 100 7a 18 47 
50+ 294 100 23 14 os 
Education: Elementary 204 100 22 16 56 
High School 595 100 23 23 46 
Technical 82 100 26 13 49 
University 15) 100 Pai) 19 45 


the 


cided 


the 


No 


inion 


Poll, Date and 
Respondent 
Characteristics 


Poll No.426 


June, 1979 

Question 9 

Total 

Sex: Male 
Female 

Apert. 6=—20 
21-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50+ 


Education: Elementary 
High School 
Technical 
University 
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Table 2 (continued) 


Percentages by Poll Question 
and Response Categories 


Of course it should be equal, but actually who 
do you think gains more from a marriage, the man 


or the woman? 


The 

N Total Man 

2 087 100 26 
1 040 100 Pal 
1 047 100 oz 
144 100 30 
Sih 100 28 
422 100 25 
B02 100 24 
676 100 26 
401 100 23 
965 100 20 
384 100 25 
a 100 28 


The 
Woman 


17 


20 
13 


$18) 
a) 
14 
NY 
Lys 


14 
AY 
20 
1) 


Equal 
ay 


52 
49 


28 
45 
56 
52 
55 


56 
Bal 
47 
48 


No 
Opinion 
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Table 3 
Help with Housework: Male and Female Perceptions, Canada 1958-1981 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.267 (Data for Married Men Only) ¢4) Do you ever help 
March, 1958 with housework? 
Question 10A 
N Total Yes No 
Total 552 100 74 26 
Age: 21-29 81 100 84 16 
30-39 148 100 74 26 
40-49 128 100 De 28 
50+ 195 100 Ts Hees) 
Education: Elementary 289 100 72 28 
High School 226 100 ibs Zo 
University a7 100 81 ibe) 
Poll No.267 (Data for Married Men Only) 62) If “yes” to 
March, 1958 above: How often do you do this? 


Question 10B 


N Total Regularly Weekends Occasionally 


Total 405 100 36 2 55 
Age: 21-29 69 100 33 12 > 
50-39 110 100 33 14 54 

40-49 90 100 30 y 61 

50+ 136 100 44 5) Si 
Education: Elementary 205 100 38 2 oG 
High School EEO 100 35 ib 54 


University 30 100 30 —— 70 
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Table 3 (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.267 (Data for Married Women Only) (>) Do the men in 
March, 1958 your home help with the housework? 
Question 10C 
N Total Yes No 
Total 513 100 th 20 
Age: 21-29 126 100 Tie. 25 
O— 9 141 100 #5 719) 
40-49 118 100 70 30 
Bibay 128 100 63 SY/ 
Education: Elementary 220 100 66 34 
High School 273 100 74 26 
University 20 100 80 20 
Poll No.267 (Data for Married Women Only) (>) If “yes”: 
March, 1958 About how often? 


Question 10D 


N Total Regularly Weekends Occasionally 


Total 368 100 32 Tee ay 
Age: 21-29 a2 100 33 3 5D 
30-39 107 100 34 Tt S55 

40-49 85 100 2D 12 64 

50+ 81 100 35) 10 56 
Education: Elementary 149 100 32 10 58 
High School 203 100 Sil ES 56 


University 16 100 31 ae 69 
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Table 3 (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.452:1 In your opinion should husbands be expected to 
August, 1981 share in the general housework or not? 


Question 1A 


Should 
if Wife Should No 
N Total Should Works Not Opinion 
Total 1 060 100 (2 k7 9 2 
Sex: Male 530 100 73 14 i 2 
Female 530 100 iph 1g TE Z 
Age: 18-20 Ly. 100 75 15 6 5 
Mae) DD 100 79 13 8 (a) 
B0-—59 2E2 100 79 16 » aT? 
40-49 157 100 65 20 12 3) 
50+ 344 100 66 Eg Leys 3 
Education: Elementary 203 100 66 20 12 2 
High School 502 100 68 19 2 3 
Technical 158 100 77 18 5 Aon 
University £2 100 87 9 4 i 
Marital Status: 
Single 261 100 80 ie 5 4 
Married 679 100 70 Lie aL 2 
Other 120 100 67 27 4 2 


(including 
separated) 


fe 9), 


Table 3 (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.452:1 (Ask Married Women Only): Would you say your 
August, 1981 husband helps with the housework fairly 
Question 1B regularly, occasionally or not at all? 
Fairly Not at 


N Total Regularly Occasionally all 


Total 342 100 37 45 19 


Age: 18-20 8 ce KS) cy << 
21-29 iy 100 42 42 16 

30=39 85 100 43 46 11 

40-49 64 100 22 3) Axe 

50+ 109 100 39 38 a 
Education: Elementary 69 100 28 47 23 
High School 1 | 100 38 42 19 

Technical 49 100 a2 56 i 

University 50 100 47 a7 is 


Frequency of Help for those who Help 


Fairly 
N Total Regularly Occasionally 

Total 2719 100 45 55 
Age: 18-20 5 (ce) (c) (ce) 
21=29 60 100 50 50 

3039 as) 100 48 52 

40-49 49 100 28 72 

the 84 100 5) 49 
Education: Elementary a2 100 37 63 
High School 140 100 48 52 

Technical 43 100 30 63 


University 42 100 56 44 
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Table 3 (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.452:1 (Ask Married Men Cnly): Do you yourself help 
August, 1981 with the housework fairly regularly, 
Question 1C occasionally, or not at all? 
Fairly Not at 


N Total Regularly Occasionally all 


Total 330 100 48 43 9 


Age: 18-20 2 (c) C2) Cc) (c) 
21-29 40 100 54 oo 7 

BO=30 89 100 43 50 ve 

40-49 64 100 51. 42 7 

50+ 135 100 48 40 BZ 
Education: Elementary dd, 100 43 42 15 
High School 142 100 45 50 4 

Technical 40 100 48 3D 1 

University 70 100 61 Su 8 


Frequency of Help for those who Help 


Fairly 
N Total Regularly Occasionally 

Total 2 100 53 47 
Age: 18-20 2 (c) (c) (c) 
21-29 ey) 100 58 42 

50-39 83 100 46 54 

40-49 60 100 55 45 

50+ 118 100 54 46 
Education: Elementary 65 100 Sul 49 
High School 136 100 47 53 

Technical 33 100 58 42 

University 64 100 66 34 


(a) Originally asked of all men. To make the response comparable to the 
selection procedures of Poll 452, the data are only for married men. 


(b) Originally asked of all women. To make the response comparable to the 
selection procedures of Poll 452, the data are only for married women 


with a man present. 


(c) Too few cases on which to present percentage data. 
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Table 4 
Marriage and Fiscal Issues, Canada 1983 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.469 In a recent Supreme Court divorce ruling a woman 
January, 1983 was awarded one-quarter of the non-family assets 
Question 10 (that is financial assets not including home, car 


etce) accumulated over a 19 year marriage, recog- 
nizing her contribution as a wage earner over 
half of that period but not her contribution as a 
housewife and mother over the other half. In 
your opinion, in the event of a divorce, should a 
woman receive financial recognition for her 
contribution to family life or not? 


Yes No Don't 

N Total Should Shouldn't Depends Know 
Total O52 100 86 4 9 1 
Sex: Male 524 100 83 5 10 2 
Female 527 100 88 3 / }: 
Age: 18-20 70 100 85 5 9 1 
21-29 257. 100 85 5 9 ; 
30-39 51 2p Sent OO 86 7 7 (a 
40-49 160 100 88 3 9 (a) 
50+ 342 100 86 2 10 3 
Education: Elementary 179 100 81 Is k5 2 
High School 483 100 85 5 8 2 
Technical 176 100 89 4 6 f 
Tnbpseci 214 On 100 89 5 6 (a 

Marital Status: 

Single 240 100 82 6 10 2 
Married 690 100 88 3 8 1 
Other P2h 100 83 5 9 3 
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Table 4 (continued ) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.470:1 Judy Erola, the federal Minister responsible for 
February, 1983 the status of women committee has suggested that 
Question 9 a childless married person, whose spouse does not 


work outside the home, should be treated as 
“single” as far as income tax exemptions are 
concerned. Do you agree with this or not? 


Yes No, Don't 

N Total Agree Do Not Know 
Total 1 070 100 50 56 11 
Sex: Male 524 100 53 56 fy 
Female 547 100 34 56 10 
Age: 18-20 86 100 42 45 14 
21-29 245 100 40 54 6 
30-39 Zoo 100 oF 58 10 
40-49 141 100 Sul 60 9 
50+ SL 100 28 58 14 
Education: Elementary 186 100 35 50 tS 
High School 518 100 32 56 12 
Technical 167 100 Suh 65 4 
University 198 100 36 56 8 

Marital Status: 

Single 245 100 4l 44 MS) 
Married 694 100 29 61 10 


Other 130 100 59 oe 2 


(a) Value of 0.5 percent 
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Table 5 
Women in the Labour Force and Family Life, Canada 1960-1982 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.357 There are more married women--with families--in 
January, 1973 the working world than ever before. Do you think 
Question 4C this has had a harmful effect on family life or 
not? 
Yes Not UH a ag 


N Total Harmful Harmful Qualified decided 


Total 725 100 59 27 7 dF 
Sex: Male 374 100 62 25 6 7 
Female 351 100 ey 28 8 7 

Age: 18-20 12 100 43 44 3 10 
21=29 146 100 51 36 5 8 

B0=39 135 100 59 29 i 5 

40-49 129 100 Ot 30 6 6 

50+ 247 100 A 1s 9 7 
Education: Elementary 202 100 69 ie) 6 6 
High School 394 100 a7 28 6 8 

Technical 50 100 54 28 1? 6 

University 73 100 48 4l 7 4 
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Table 5 (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.468 There are more married women--with families--in 
December, 1982 the working world than ever before. Do you think 
Question 8C this has had a harmful effect on family life or 
not? 
Yes Not Un- 
N Total Harmful Harmful Qualified decided 
Total 1 040 100 a) 38 4 4 
Sex: Male 519 100 54 38 4 4 
Female 520 100 56 Sy 4 3 
Age: 18-20 86 100 36 48 6 9 
21-29 234 100 47 46 Z 5 
30 =39) 225 100 48 46 3 S| 
40-49 143 100 51 38 8 3 
50+ 338 100 70 24 4 2 
Education: Elementary 184 100 69 26 3 3 
High School 495 100 58) 38 4 5 
Technical 170 100 oe 39 6 3 
‘ University 189 100 49 45 4 2 
Poll No.281 Do you think that married women should take a job 
March, 1960 outside the home if they want to or ERONAS they 
Question 6A concentrate on looking after the home‘*#/ if they 


have no young children? 


Take a Concentrate Don't 


N Total Job on Home Know 

Total 682 100 65 30 5 
Sex: Male 341 100 58 Wi 2 
Female 341 100 iis 25 5 

Ager 21 29 145 100 71 28 1 
30-39 181 100 68 25 vi 

40-49 174 100 64 30 6 

50+ 182 100 58 36 6 
Education: Elementary 282 100 59 sly 4 
High School 318 100 68 26 6 

University 82 100 i 72) Z 


Ge 


Table 5 (continued ) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.281 Do you think that married women should take a job 
March, 1960 outside the home if they want to or spouts they 
Question 6B concentrate on looking after the home b when 


they have young children? 


Take a Concentrate Don't 


N Total Job on Home Know 
Total 682 100 3) Bs) 2 
Sex: Male 341 100 4 94 2 
Female 341 100 6 92 3 
Age; 21-29 145 100 4 95 1 
30-39 181 100 8 91 1 
40-49 174 100 4 94 2 
50+ 182 100 2 93 4 
Education: Elementary 282 100 6 93 1 
High School 318 100 4 94 ys 
University 82 100 4 a2 3 

Poll No.340 Do you think Phar married women should take a job 
March, 1970 outside the home‘*? if they have young children? 


Question 3A 


Can't 

N Total Yes No Say 
Total 670 100 13 80 7 
Sex: Male 338 100 12 81 i 
Female Sa2 100 14 a9 7 
Age: 21=29 142 100 Pal 82 8 
30-39 148 100 19 74 vy: 
40-49 143 100 BL 83 6 
50+ 237 100 12 81 7 
Education: Elementary 189 100 7 87 6 
High School 374 100 14 79 7 
Technical 31 100 13 74 13 


University 72 100 21 75 8 
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Table 5 (continued ) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.340 Do you think Eliay parted women should take a job 
March, 1970 outside the home if they have no young 
Question 3B children? 
Can't 
N Total Yes No Say 
Total 670 100 Tel, 14 9 
Sex: Male 338 100 72 7, Li 
Female 332 100 82 12 6 
Ager? 21-29 142 100 80 12 8 
30-39 148 100 80 13 7 
40-49 143 100 78 14 8 
50+ 237 100 15 7, 10 
Education: Elementary 189 100 70 20 10 
High School 374 100 YS) 13 8 
Technical 31 100 74 13 13 
University TZ 100 83 8 8 
Poll No.372 Do you think ene moras women should take a job 
January, 1975 outside the homes?’ if they have young children? 


Question 6A 


Can't 

N Total Yes No Say 
Total 14052 100 18 EZ 9 
Sex: Male 543 100 18 73 9 
Female 509 100 18 Wes 10 
Age: 18-20 62 100 1, 69 13 
21-29 22 100 25 68 7 
30-39 239 100 24 67 9 
40-49 176 100 14 74 12 
50+ 325 100 13 78 9 
Education: Elementary 242 100 ial 79 10 
High School 597 100 19 72 9 
Technical 74 100 20 74 5 


University es 2 100 29 58 13 
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Table 5 (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.3/2 Do you think Sa Th menos women should take a job 
January, 1975 outside the home if they have no young 
Question 6B children? 
Can't 
N Total Yes No Say 
Total 1750535 100 76 ji i 
Sex: Male 544 100 76 13 at 
Female 509 100 76 Pi i 
Age: 18-20 62 100 77 5 18 
21-29 Vp 100 86 5 9 
30-39 239 100 1a 14 10 
40-49 176 100 73 16 li 
50+ 326 100 70 16 14 
Education: Elementary 242 100 69 20 11 
High School 596 100 76 11 13 
Technical 8) 100 87 8 ©) 
University Jigs yo 100 85 4 11 
Poll No.433A Do you think a Sees women should take a job 
January, 1980 outside the home ?/ if they have young children? 


Question 15A 


Don't 

N Total Yes No Know 
Total 1 024 100 32 61 Ys 
Sex: Male 514 100 al 63 6 
Female 510 100 33 59 8 
Age: 18-20 83 100 34 62 4 
21-29 241 100 43 50 7 
30-39 220 100 39 52 9 
40-49 137 100 23 67 10 
50+ 336 100 2k 73 6 
Education: Elementary 179 100 19 76 6 
High School 484 100 $3! 63 6 
Technical 200 100 36 53 Re 


University t57 100 42 49 9 
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Table 5 (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Res pondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.433A Do you think er er ee women should take a job 
January, 1980 outside the home if they have no young 
Question 15B children? 
Don't 
N Total Yes No Know 
Total 157025 100 82 11 i, 
Sex: Male 516 100 81 ie 8 
Female 507 100 83 11 6 
Age: 18-20 83 100 91 4 5 
21-29 240 100 86 7 6 
30=39 220 100 85 9 6 
40-49 138 100 64 i 9 
50+ 334 100 74 18 8 
Education: Elementary 7S 100 74 iy 9 
High School 483 100 82 12 6 
Technical 200 100 87 vp 6 
University 158 100 86 4 10 
Poll No.457 Do you think chat ea women should take a job 
January, 1982 outside the home.’ if they have young children? 


Question 2A 


Don't 

N Total Yes No Know 
Total 1 045 100 38 54 8 
Sex: Male 518 100 36 56 8 
Female Spare 100 41 2 7 
Age: 18-20 69 100 48 44 9 
21-29 264 100 52 39 8 
30-39 225 100 a7 55 8 
40-49 137 100 34 61 5 
50+ 337 100 28 65 7 
Education: Elementary 166 100 23 1 6 
High School SW 100 39 53 8 
Technical hla a 100 42 51 Z 
University 147 100 48 43 9 


—¥50s— 


Table 5 (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Res pondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.457 Do you think naet oe women should take a job 
January, 1982 outside the home>)1¢ they have no young children? 


Question 2B 


Don't 

N LOeaL Yes No Know 
Total 1 042 100 87 8 5 
Sex: Male 520 100 85 9 5 
Female 522 100 88 7 5 
Age: 18-20 69 100 93 5 2 
21=29 264 100 92 =D 4 
30-39 z23 100 89 6 5 
40-49 136 100 90 ‘i s) 
50+ 336 100 80 13 8 
Education: Elementary 166 100 80 igh 9 
High School ae) 100 86 9 5 
Technical AL 100 89 6 5 
University 147 100 94 4 Ue 
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Table 6 


Maternity Leave and Day Care, Canada 1970-1982 


Poll, Date and 
Respondent 
Characteristics 


Poll No. 345 


Will you tell me 


Percentages by Poll Question 
and Response Categories 


f you approve or disapprove 
that, by law, women should 
be given leave of absence by their employers 
totalling 18 weeks for pregnancy and confinement? 


January, 1970 
Question 12B 


Total 

Sex: Male 
Female 

Age: 21-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50+ 


Education: Elementary 
High School 
Technical 
University 


these suggestions 


Total 


100 


100 
100 


100 
100 
100 
100 


100 
100 
100 
100 


Approve 


62 


Disapprove 


30 


Un- 
decided 


9 


PY ae 


Table 6 (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.346 The Royal Commission on the Status of Women has 
March, 1971 recommended that a network of day-care nurseries 
Question 11A be established. Parents would pay fees on a 


sliding scale and both the Federal and Provincial 
Governments would contribute to the cost. Would 
you approve or disapprove or such a project? 


Un- 
N Total Approve Disapprove decided 

Total 720 100 61 30 ) 
Sex: Male 358 100 55 32 13 
Female 362 100 66 Zs 7 

Age:, 21-29 LoD 100 68 22 10 
30-59 Ds 100 67 28 3 

40-49 152 100 64 Zo 7 

50+ 256 100 50 36 13 
Education: Elementary iWey) 100 56 29 15 
High School 297 100 59 33 9 

Technical 195 100 67 26 7 

University 66 100 64 27: 5 
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Table 6 (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.460 There has been considerable talk recently about 
April, 1982 the provision of day care facilities for working 
Question 12 mothers. In your opinion is this primarily the 


responsibility of the mother and/or father, or 
should the government share in this 


responsibility? 
Respon- Should 
sibility Share 
of Mother/ Respon- Quali- Don't 
N Total Family sibility fied Know 
Total 1 049 100 49 Al 5 5 
Sex: Male 32) 100 52 39 4 6 
Female 524 100 46 43 6 5 
Age: 18-20 56 100 56 39 cack 5 
2-29 278 100 40 50 5 5 
B0=39 225 100 45 48 3 4 
40-49 139 100 2 yi 34 5 4 
50+ 340 100 55 31 6 8 
Education: Elementary 205 100 oye) 35 3 8 
High School 490 100 50 39 6 6 
Technical 184 100 44 47 4 4 
University 168 100 46 46 5 5 


Poll, Date and 
Respondent 
Characteristics 


Poll No.471:4 
March, 1983 
Question 13 


Total 


Sex: Male 
Female 


Age: 18-20 
21-29 
ait ssa 
40-49 
50+ 


Education: Elementary 
High School 
Technical 
University 


54 - 


Table 6 (continued) 


Percentages by Poll Question 
and Response Categories 


Do you think that government money that is spent 
on childcare for pre-school children would be 
better spent on day care centres or in the form 
of childcare allowances given to the parents? 


182 
556 
168 
157 


otal 


100 


100 
100 


100 
100 
100 
100 
100 


100 
100 
100 
100 


Day Care 
Centres 


48 


Child 
Care 
Allowances 


42 
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Table 7 
Acceptance of Women as Physicians and Lawyers, Canada 1955-1964 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.243 If in an emergency you had to call in an unknown 
July, 1955 doctor, and it turned out to be a woman would you 
Question 8A have more or less confidence in her ability than 


in a male doctor? 


More Less About 
Confi- Confi- the No 
N Total dence dence Same Opinion 
Total 1 841 100 4 19 72 = 
Sex: Male 954 100 2 18 74 5 
Female 886 100 6 20 70 4 
Age: 21-29 853 100 4 19 71 6 
50-39 613 100 3 1 74 4 
40-49 445 100 2 20 73 5 
5O+ 421 100 5 Me 71 S. 
Education: (Not asked by poll) 
Poll No.308 If in an emergency you had to call in an unknown 
August, 1964 doctor, and it turned out to be a woman would you 
Question 12A have more or less confidence in her ability than 
in a male doctor? 
More Less About 
Confi- Confi- the No 
N Total dence dence Same Opinion 
Total P25 100 5 is 81 1 
Sex: Male 365 100 2 ibs) 82 iJ 
Female 360 100 7 12 81 1 
Ages. 21-29 158 100 5 8 85 2 
30-39 160 100 6 10 83 1 
40-49 171 100 5 15 80 = 
50+ 236 100 3 i 79 — 
Education: Elementary 235 100 6 15 77 = 
High School 363 100 5 14 80 1 
Technical 4l 100 5 7 86 — 


University 96 100 — 9 ay = 


Poll, Date and 
Respondent 
Characteristics 


Poll No.243 
July, 1955 
Question 9A 


Total 

Sex: Male 
Female 

Age: 21-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50+ 


Education: (Not asked by 


Poll No.308 
August, 1964 
Question 12B 


Total 

Sex: Male 
Female 

Age: (21-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50+ 


Education: Elementary 
High School 
Technical 
University 


ana SRS = 
Table 7 (continued) 
Percentages by Poll Question 
and Response Categories 
What About a Lawyer. Generally speaking would 


you have more or less confidence in a woman 
lawyer than in a male? 


More Less About 
Conrd= Confi- the No 
N Total dence dence Same Opinion 
1 845 100 5 30 By) 1a 
959 100 4 31 56 9 
889 100 6 PRs) 5a iF} 
355 100 6 28 56 9 
GED 100 28 57 10 
446 100 4 Da, 59 12 
421 100 5 34 50 bk 
poll) 


What About a Lawyer. Generally speaking would 
you have more or less confidence in a woman 
lawyer than in a male? 


More Less About 
Confi- Confi- the No 
N Total dence dence Same Opinion 
J2q 100 8 oe 64 s 
365 100 7 Zi 62 4 
360 100 8 Ze 68 2 
159 100 8 24 67 1 
161 100 8 25 65 2 
Lal 100 7 18 72 3 
236 100 9 30 57 4 
235 100 7 22 67 4 
263 100 Ai 26 64 3 
43 100 14 28 58 — 
86 100 8 24 65 2 


asta 


Table 8 
Acceptance of Women in the Ministry, Canada 1955-1981 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.243 Now what about the Ministry. Do you think women 
July, 1955 should, or should not be, accepted in the 
Question 10A Ministry? 
Should 
Should be Not be No 
N Total Accepted Accepted Opinion 
Total 1 843 100 41 38 21 
Sex: Male 957 100 3h) 38 Ze 
Female 886 100 42 38 20 
Age: 21-29 355 100 38 40 fags 
B0=39 ols 100 38 38 24 
40-49 446 100 41 37 Zn 
50+ 421 100 46 31 A 


Education: (Not asked by poll) 


Religion: Protestant 996 100 60 2h 23 
Roman Catholic 770 100 16 53. 30 
Other 69 100 36 22 42 


5 Se 


Table 8 (continued) 


Poll, Date and 
Res pondent 
Characteristics 


Poll No.275 
May, 1959 
Question 1A 


Do you think women should or should not be 


Percentages by Poll Question 
and Response Categories 


accepted in the Ministry? 


Total 


Should be 


Should 
Not be 
Accepted 


No 
Opinion 


Accepted 


Total 

Sex: Male 
Female 

Age. 21=29 
30-39 
40-49 
50+ 


Education: Elementary 
High School 
University 


Religion: Protestant 
Roman Catholic 
Other 


100 


100 
100 


100 
100 
100 
100 


100 
100 
100 


100 
100 
100 


54 


yi 
ue 


54 
48 
56 
58 


45 
59 
64 


is 
30 
64 


35 


31 
34 


34 
36 
By 
29 


Sf 
30 
26 


20 
51 
11 


RS 


12 
HS 


t2 
16 
PS 
13 


Poll, Date and 
Respondent 
Characteristics 


Poll No.319 


June, 1966 

Question 2 

Total 

Sex: Male 
Female 

Age: 21-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50+ 


Education: Elementary 
High School 
Technical 
University 


Religion: Protestant 
Roman Catholic 
Other 


2159 = 


Table 8 (continued) 


Do you think women should or should not be 


Percentages by Poll Question 
and Response Categories 


accepted in the Ministry? 


Total 


100 


100 
100 


100 
100 
100 
100 


100 
100 
100 
100 


100 
100 
100 


Should be 
Accepted 


53 


Should 
Not be 
Accepted 


34 


No 
Opinion 


1s. 


13 
14 


PS 
18 
1a 
it 


i3 
14 
Z 
Li 


11 
16 
#5 
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Table 8 (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.384 Do you think women should or should not be 
January, 1976 accepted in the Ministry, if they are qualified? 
Question 4A 
Should 
Should be Not be No 
N Total Accepted Accepted Opinion 
Total LEO 7 100 78 is 9 
Sex: Male 509 100 17) EZ ll 
Female 508 100 79 15 6 
Age: (not available) ‘®) 
Education: Elementary 216 100 eZ 17 te 
High School 576 100 79 13 8 
Technical 69 100 80 12 ) 
University 146 100 86 10 4 
Religion: Protestant 443 100 87 8 2) 
Roman Catholic 466 100 71 18 13) 


Other 108 100 (fe, 08: 12 
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Table 8 (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.452 Recently the Canadian Catholics for Women's 
August, 1981 Ordination requested the Canadian Conference of 
Question 2A Catholic Bishops to support and work toward the 


ordination of women. In your opinion would the 
ordination of women as Catholic Priests 
strengthen or weaken Roman Catholicism in Canada 
or would it really have no effect? 


Would Would No Real Don't 

N Total Strengthen Weaken Effect Know 
Total 1 058 100 24 16 of 25 
Sex: Male 528 100 2S) 14 SW) 24 
Female 528 100 24 L/ 38 22 
Age: 18-20 103 100 29 ita 36 24 
21-29 214 100 jal} LZ 45 16 

30-39 221 100 28 13 39 2 

40-49 147 100 24 17 36 24 
50+ 362 100 20 20 a2. 28 
Education: Elementary ZOD 100 Ze Ly a7 Z3 
High School 500 100 19 17 38 26 
Technical 156 100 26 14 48 L3 
University 2 100 38 12 28 24 
Religion: Protestant 457 100 23 12 52 Sh 
Roman Catholic 480 100 26 MN 40 t3 
Other 119 100 22 6 46 26 


(a) Year of birth was asked by the poll. However, the age data were 
improperly formatted on the poll housed at Carleton as of early 1984 
and were unusable. 


(b) Includes no religion. 


Women in Politics, the RCMP and the Military, Canada 1964-1983 


Poll, Date and 
Respondent 
Characteristics 


Poll No.30/7 
April, 1964 
Question 7A 


Total 
Sex: Male 
Female 
Ages 21-29 
30=39 
40-49 
50+ 
Education: Elementary 
High School 
Technical 
University 


Poll No.333 
January, 1969 
Question 5A 


Total 
Sex: Male 
Female 
Age: 21-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50+ 
Education: Elementary 
High School 
Technical 


University 


aga 


Table 9 


Percentages by Poll Question 
and Response Categories 


If your party chose a woman as Federal Leader and 


if she was qualified for the job of Prime 


Minister, would you vote for her? 


N Tota 
716 100 
363 100 
353 100 
150 100 
jaw! 100 
17 7 100 
232 100 
224 100 
359 100 

38 100 

93 100 


Z 


Yes No 
Vos 25 
69 26 
73 24 
74 23 
rs) 25 
Thi 26 
69 2H. 
70 26 
71 26 
68 24 
74 20 


Do you think Canada would be ruled better or 
worse if women had more say in politics? 


N 


ALL 


352 
Se) 


157 
157 
i75 
cae 


204 
394 
ao 
71 


Total Better 
100 32 
100 29 
100 34 
100 25 
100 30 
100 ake 
100 39 
100 35 
100 Be 
100 26 
100 oe 


Worse 


24 


26 
a3 


28 
26 
Zn 
Ji 


26 
23 
36 
18 


No 
Difference 


36 


No 
Opinion 


8 
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Table 9 (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.382 If in a National Leadership Convention, a Federal 
November, 1975 Political Party chose a qualified woman as their 
Question 10 leader, would you be more inclined to support 


that party, less inclined or would it not make 
any difference? 


More Less No Don't 

N Total Inclined Inclined Difference Know 
Total t 036 100 £3 iat 13 3 
Sex: Male 517 100 8. 13 78 : 2 
Female 359 100 18 9 69 4 
Age: 18-20 93 100 9 7 83 1 
21-29 239 100 13 5 79 4 
30-39 195 100 1s) Te 71 3 
40-49 185 100 3 14 yl Z 
50+ onal 100 14 14 69 3 
Education: Elementary 235 100 15 le) 62 6 
High School 596 100 U3 9 17 2 
Technical 59 100 8 12 78 2 
University 142 100 12 8 vig) 3 


=mG4u= 


Table 9 (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.477-1 If in a National Leadership Convention, a Federal 
September, 1983 Political Party chose a qualified woman as their 
Question 8 leader, would you be more inclined to support 


that party, less inclined or would it not make 
any difference? 


More Less No Don't 

N Total Inclined Inclined Difference Know 
Total LeO5S2 100 sea 9 78 2 
Sex: Male 515 100 7 9 83 1 
Female 538 100 5 10 73 Z 
Age: 18-20 85 100 6 4 89 1 
21-29 240 100 10 4 84 2 
30-39 196 100 2 6 79 2 
40-49 DS 100 9 9 81 2 
50+ 342 100 12 16 69 2 
Education: Elementary 161 100 PL 18 70 1 
High School 477 100 1l 9 78 2 
Technical 204 100 10 9 80 1 
University 205 100 12 4 82 2 
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Table 9 (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.370 As you probably know, the RCMP (Royal Canadian 
October, 1974 Mounted Police) this year admitted women to their 
Question 5 force. In your opinion will this prove 


beneficial or not to the work of the RCMP? 


Not Don't 
N Total Beneficial Beneficial Know 
Total 1 069 100 He) 14 13 
Sex: Male 534 100 71 16 1s: 
Female 535 100 74 13 13 
Age: 18-20 81 100 72 19 10 
21-29 210 100 79 Hie 10 
S0e57 Jail 100 76 10 14 
40-49 205 100 77 11 12 
50+ 343 100 65 ZY 14 
Education: Elementary 239 100 60 a i9 
High School 595 100 3) 13 12 
Technical 78 100 74 13 1A 
University 144 100 82 10 8 
Poll No.436:2 Would you favor or oppose recruiting every able 
March, 1980 bodied young man in this country, when he reaches 
Question 8A the age of 18 to spend one year in military 
training? 
Would Would No 
N Total Favour Oppose Opinion 
Total 197050 100 55 She) 6 
Sex: Male 524 100 Sf 38 5 
Female apa) 100 54 39 7 
Age: 18-20 84 100 33 62 3) 
21-29 245 100 42 52 6 
30-39 216 100 49 45 6 
40-49 147 100 66 30 4 
50+ 340 100 70 23 7 
Education: Elementary 225 100 68 24 8 
High School 483 100 58 37 5 
Technical 170 100 44 48 8 
University 169 100 42 5? 6 


Poll, Date and 
Respondent 
Characteristics 


Poll No.436:2 
March, 1980 
Question 8B 


Total 


Sex: Male 
Female 


Age: 18-20 
21-29 
B0—39 
40-49 
BOF 


Education: Elementary 
High School 


Technical 
University 
Poll No.447 
March, 1981 
Question 4A 
Total 
Sex: Male 
Female 
Age: 18-20 
21-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50+ 


Education: Elementary 
High School 
Technical 
University 
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Table 9 (continued ) 


Percentages by Poll Question 


and Response Categories 


And how about women, would you favor or oppose 
compulsory military training for one year for 
women at age 18? 


84 
245 
216 
146 
Bog 


229 
482 
170 
168 


Total 


100 


100 
100 


100 
100 
100 
100 
100 


100 
100 
100 
100 


Yes 


No 


60 


60 
oo 


70 
71 
62 
52 
De) 


48 
62 
66 
61 


Don't 
Know 


Would you favor or oppose recruiting every able 
bodied young man in this country, when he reaches 
the age of 18 to spend one year in military 


training? 


Toral 


100 


100 
100 


100 
100 
100 
100 
100 


100 
100 
100 
100 


Would 
Favour 


49 


a2 
46 


ZS 
27 
36) 
58 
67 


61 
ait 
40 
40 


Would 


Oppo 
46 


44 
48 


(iy 
67 
54 
ey 
28 


SM 
46 
56 
58 


se 


No 
Opinion 


£ 
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Table 9 (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.447 And how about women, would you favor or oppose 
March, 1981 compulsory military training for one year for 
Question 4B women at age 18? 
Don't 
N Total Yes No Know 
Total 1 054 100 30 63 7 
Sex: Male 527 100 30 64 6 
Female o2/ 100 29 64 i 
Age: 18-20 81 100 22 77 1; 
Zi 29 22 100 £9 76 5 
BO=39 PAA 100 34 63 ) 
40-49 135 100 Sy) 58 He 
50+ 340 100 Sy) 58 10 
Education: Elementary 249 100 34 54 12 
High School 471 100 32 63 3) 
Technical L72 100 25 68 7 
University 182 100 26 70 4 
Poll No.471:1 Would you favor or oppose recruiting every able 
March, 1983 bodied young man in this country, when he reaches 
Question 9 the age of 18 to spend one year in military 
training? 
Would Would No 
N Total Favour Oppose Opinion 
Total b=O63 100 55 Al 5 
Sex: Male 520 100 56 Al 3 
Female 543 100 54 40 6 
Age: 18-20 94 100 33 61 Z 
21-29 235 100 38 57 5 
80-39 235 100 52 42 6 
40-49 141 100 65 34 it 
50+ 347 100 69 26 4 
Education: Elementary 799 100 65 27 8 
High School 478 100 56 38 6 
Technical 183 100 48 49 | 


University 199 100 49 al = 
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Table 9 (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 

Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.471:1 And how about women, would you favor or oppose 
March, 1983 compulsory military training for one year for 

Question 10 women at age 18? 
Would Would No 
N Total Favour Oppose Opinion 

Total 1 060 100 37 jf 7 
Sex: Male 518 100 a7 Sf 6 
Female 542 100 36 aT i 
Age: | #620 25) 100 25 TZ 6 
2129 235 100 28 65 ri 
S059 234 100 59 54 7 
40-49 141 100 48 46 5 
50+ 345 100 40 25. 7 
Education: Elementary £99 100 43 45 PZ 
High School 477 100 a7 Si 6 
Technical 181 100 ye 62 6 
University 259 100 34 63 2 
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Table 10 
Sexual Equality in Abilities and Chances, Canada 1953-1982 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.346 Do you think women could run most businesses as 
March, 1971 well as men, or not? 


Question 1C 


Un- 
N Total Yes No decided 
Toral 720 100 58 36 i 
Sex: Male 358 100 DS 40 i 
Female 362 100 63 34 6 
Age: 21-29 155 100 53 42 5 
30-39 L5'7 100 59 3D 6 
40-49 152 106 63 32 5 
a0+ 256 100 58 34 8 
Education: Elementary 159 100 60 31 9 
High School wo 100 oy 36 fi 
Technical £95 100 59 36 4 
University 66 100 52 45 3) 
Poll No.448 Do you think women could run most businesses as 
April, 1981 well as men, or not? 
Question 13 
Don't 
Know/ 
N Total Yes No Undecided 
Total 1 028 100 78 17 6 
Sex: Male 514 100 ho: Zh 6 
Female 514 100 83 ile} 5 
Age: 18-20 Td. 100 80 19 if 
2129 250 100 83 ie s 
30-39 223 100 81 13 6 
40-49 132 100 77 i 6 
50+ 332 100 71 23 6 
Education: Elementary £97 100 77 16 7 
High School 484 100 77 iy 6 
Technical 161 100 76 21 3 
University 182 100 82 15 7 
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Table 10 (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.471:4 Do you think women could run most businesses as 
March, 1983 well as men, or not? 
Question 6 
Uns 
N Total Yes No decided 
Total 1 049 100 83 12 4 
Sex: Male 525 100 78 Ly 5 
Female 524 100 88 8 4 
Ages. L3—20 f5 100 89 4 yi 
21=29 Fi te, 100 85 10 5 
30-39 230 100 82 12 6 
40-49 162 100 84 is 3 
50+ B35 100 81 16 3 
Education: Elementary 184 100 84 BE 4 
High School 532 100 83 ‘3 4 
Technical 168 100 82 2 6 
University 161 100 84 ib, 3 
Poll No.346 In your opinion, do women in Canada get as good a 
March, 1971 break as men? 
Question 1A 
N Total Yes No 
Total 720 100 64 36 
Sex: Male 358 100 71 29 
Female 362 100 57 43 
Agezs 21-29 255 100 58 42 
B39 Eo? 100 64 36 
40-49 E52 100 68 a2 
50+ 256 100 64 36 
Education: Elementary 159 100 67 3 
High School pA! Yj 100 67 a3 
Technical £95 100 59 4l 


University 66 100 DS 47 
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Table 10 (continued ) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.448 In your opinion, do women in Canada get as good a 
April, 1981 break as men? 
Question 11 
Don't 
N Total Yes No Know 
Total PeO35U 100 42 57 1 
Sex: Male 514 100 47 57 2 
Female BLO 100 37 63 1 
Age: 18-20 IBS 100 os) 65 a 
21-29 250 100 40 60 — 
30-39 223 100 47 selene) ee, 
40-49 732 100 39 58 8 
50+ 328 100 43 Bw: Zz 
Education: Elementary 196 100 45 54 1 
High School 481 100 46 53 : 
Technical 162 100 39 60 1 
University 182 100 29 70 1 
Poll No.4/1:4 In your opinion, do women in Canada get as good a 
March, 1983 break as men or not? 
Question 4 
N Total Yes No 
Total L035 100 47 53 
Sex: Male 518 100 52 48 
Female Dd 100 42 58 
Age: 18-20 73 100 53 47 
21-29 235 100 43 57 
30-39 230 100 4l ao 
40-49 159 100 Be. 48 
50+ B27 100 50 50 
Education: Elementary 179 100 54 46 
High School 528 100 52 48 
Technical 165 100 37 63 


University 160 100 34 66 


Poll, Date and 
Respondent 
Characteristics 


Poll No.346 
March, 1971 
Question 1B 


Total 

Sex: Male 
Female 

Age: 21-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50+ 


Education: Elementary 
High School 


Technical 
University 
Poll No.448 
April, 1981 
Question 12 
Total 
Sex: Male 
Female 
Age: 18-20 
21-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50+ 


Education: Elementary 
High School 
Technical 
University 


et 


Table 10 (continued) 


Percentages by Poll Question 


and Response Categories 


If a woman has the same ability as a man does, 
she have as good a chance to become the executive 
of a company or not? 


Total 


100 


100 
100 


100 
100 
100 
100 


100 
100 
100 
100 


Yes 


Un= 
decided 


If a woman has the same ability as a man does, 
she have as good a chance to become the executive 
of a company or not? 


100 


100 
100 


100 
100 
100 
100 
100 


100 
100 
100 
100 


Teval 


Don't 
Know/ 
Undecided 
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Table 10 (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.471 If a woman has the same ability as a man does, 
March, 1983 she have as good a chance to become the executive 
Question 5 of a company or not? 
Un- 
N Total Yes No decided 
Total 1 049 100 44 5) ) 
Sex: Male 525 100 47 49 4 
Female 524 100 42 53 ) 
Age: 18-20 Ths) 100 49 49 1 
21-29 235 100 41 5D 4 
30-39 230 100 39 56 5 
40-49 162 100 47 49 4 
50+ 335 100 48 46 6 
Education: Elementary 183 100 60 3\p. 5 
High School BS 16 100 47 48 4 
Technical 168 100 35 63 2 
University 161 100 26 67 7 


(a) Less than .5 percent 


ay pn ee 


Table ll 


Equal Employment Considerations, Canada 1953-1982 


Poll, Date and 
Respondent 
Characteristics 


Poll No.233 
November, 1953 


Percentages by Poll Question 
and Response Categories 


If you were taking a new job and had your choice 
of a boss, would you prefer to work for a man or 


Prefer 
Male 
Boss 


Prefer 
Female 
Boss 


No 


Don't 
Know 


Difference 


Total 
Sex: Male 
Female 
Age: 21-29 
30-30 
40-49 
50+ 
Education: Elementary 
High School 
University 
Poll No.307 
April, 1967 
Question 13 
Total 
Sex: Male 
Female 
Age: 21-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50+ 
Education: Elementary 
High School 
Technical 


University 


a woman? 
N Total 

LO857 100 
932 100 
925 100 
429 100 
556 100 
386 100 
463 100 
762 100 
867 100 
168 100 


63 


co 


8 
5 


18 


ll 


If you were taking a new job and had your choice 
of a boss, would you prefer to work for a man or 


a woman? 

N Total 
716 100 
363 100 
355 100 
150 100 
L557 100 
157 100 
232 100 
224 100 
359 100 

38 100 

93 100 


Prefer 
Male 
Boss 


64 


65 
64 


67 
62 
66 
63 


ah 
67 
66 
70 


Prefer 
Female 
Boss 


7 


No 
Difference 


Zo 


26 
24 


20 
26 
28 
pas. 


oii 
Ze 
22 
23 


Dont 
Know 


Poll, Date and 
Res pondent 
Characteristics 


Poll No.371 
December, 1974 


Question 7 

Total 

Sex: Male 
Female 

Ages 18-20 
21-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50+ 


Education: Elementary 
High School 


Table 11 (continued) 
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Percentages by Poll Question 


and Response Categories 


If you were taking a new job and had your choice 
of a boss, would you prefer to work under a man 
or a woman? 


N 
1 000 


494 
506 


62 
218 
Pog ual 
160 
342 


223 
541 

71 
156 


Prefer 
Total Man 
100 42 
100 43 
100 4l 
100 40 
100 38 
100 4O 
100 45 
100 44 
100 Al 
100 42 
100 48 
100 40 


Prefer 
Woman 


No 


48 


Difference 


No 
Opinion 


Do you think married women should be given equal 
opportunity to compete with men for jobs or do 
you think employers should give men the first 


Give Men 


Technical 
University 
Poll No.248 
May, 1956 
Question 1 
Total 
Sex: Male 
Female 
Aget= 2-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50+ 


Education: Elementary 
High School 
University 


chance? 

Equal 

Oppor- 
N Total tunity 
408 100 33 
AOS 100 30 
704 100 35 
346 100 34 
343 100 Sel 
286 100 34 
422 190 30 
583 100 35 
672 100 30 
120 100 37 


First 
Chance 


Sy) 


65 
54 


59 
62 
57 
61 


60 
60 
54 


6 


Un- 


Qualified decided 


Gs) Co es 
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Table 11 (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.281 Do you think married women should be given equal 
March, 1960 opportunity with men to compete for jobs or do 
Question 2 you think employers should give men the first 
chance? 


Equal Give Men 
Oppor- First un= 
N Total tunity Chance Qualified decided 


Total 682 100 7g) 70 6 2 


Sex: Male 341 100 25 67 6 Z 
Female 341 100 20 he 5 3 
Ages 21=29 145 100 17 ay 4 2 
30-39 181 100 29 62 6 3 
40-49 174 100 20 ie 6 2 
50+ 182 100 22 70 i, 1 
Education: Elementary 243 100 16 76 5 5 
High School 318 100 25 68 6 1 
University 82 100 34 56 6 4 
Poll No.28/7 Do you think married women should be given equal 
March, 1961 opportunity with men to compete for jobs or do 
Question 8 you think employers should give men the first 
chance? 


Equal Give Men 
Oppor- First Un- 
N Total tunity Chance Qualified decided 


Total 703 100 16 79 4 1 
Sex: Male S03 100 L5 73 4 2 
Female 350 100 17 79 5 1 

Age: 21-29 163 100 14 83 2 -= 
30-39 Wl 100 20 76 2 2 

40-49 178 100 19 To 4 1 

50+ 19} 100 10 82 6 2 
Education: Elementary 322 100 14 82 3 2 
High School 326 100 se 81 3 i! 


University 55 100 31 56 13 —— 


ay te 


Table 11 (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.315 Do you think married women should be given equal 
November, 1965 opportunity with men to compete for jobs or do you 


Question 12 think employers should give men the first chance? 


Equal Give Men 
Chance First Quali- Un- 
N Total With Men Chance fied decided 


Total 12928 100 39 53 4 4 
Sex: Male 952 100 41 51 4 4 
Female 976 100 33 54 4 4 

Age: 21-29 Shel 100 48 48 5} 2 
BO=30 431 100 38 53 4 5 

40-49 489 100 39 53 4 4 

50+ 657 100 36 55 4 4 
Education: Elementary 709 100 34 Do 3 4 
High School 987 100 40 2 4 4 

Technical 7Al 100 42 49 7 iS 

University 159 100 58 31 8 3 
Poll No.460 A suggestion has been made that, in this time of 
April, 1982 high unemployment, a married woman with a gain- 
Question 4 fully employed spouse should not be given equal 


opportunity in the job market. Do you agree or 
disagree with this? 


N Total Agree Disagree Undecided 

Total 1 049 100 25 70 5 
Sex: Male 525 100 25 70 S| 
Female 524 100 26 69 6 

Age: 18-20 56 100 22 76 é 
21-29 278 100 13 83 4 

30-39 Vasa 100 19 79 2 

40-49 139 100° 25 74 3) 

50+ 340 100 41 50 9 
Education: Elementary 205 100 37 54 9 
High School 490 100 28 68 4 

Technical 184 100 1 76 6 

University 168 100 L2 85 3 


(a) .6 percent 
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Table 12 


Equal Pay Considerations, Canada 1954-1971 


Poll, Date and 
Respondent 
Characteristics 


Poll No.236 
May, 1954 
Question 3A 


Total 

Sex: Male 
Female 

Age: 21-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50+ 


Education: Elementary 
High School 
University 


Poll No.236 
August, 1954 
Question 3B 


Total 

Sex: Male 
Female 

Ages 21-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50+ 


Education: Elementary 
High School 
University 


Percentages by Poll Question 


and Response Categories 


Generally speaking, do you think that women who 
work should receive equal pay with men for the 
same kind of work, or do you think men should 


receive more? 


N 


1 861 


943 
906 


Sie 
524 
478 
476 


L719 
867 
163 


Total 


100 


100 
100 


100 
100 
100 
100 


100 
100 
100 


Pay 


56 


Equal 


Men Should 
Receive Quali- 

More fied 
33 7 
40 8 
26 6 
28 6 
36 6 
34 7 
34 ON 
35 vi 
31 8 
29 8 


Un- 
decided 


4 ON iF) (Co 


(If “equal pay” ask) Do you think a law should be 
passed making this a rule? 


N 


172026 


453 
567 


232 
295 
256 
239 


401 
508 
he) 


Total 


100 


100 
100 


100 
100 
100 
100 


100 
100 
100 


iY: 


es 


74 


67 
80 


Ths: 
81 
66 
lie 


82 
74 
47 


No 


18 


ib 
13 


21 
BS 
Zo 
14 


12 
18 
31 


Qualified 


No 
Opinion 


Poll, Date and 
Respondent 
Characteristics 


Poll No.345 
January, 1970 
Question 12A 


Total 

Sex: Male 
Female 

Agetn 21-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50+ 


Education: Elementary 
High School 
Technical 
University 
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Table 12 (continued) 


Percentages by Poll Question 
and Response Categories 


Will you tell me 


these suggestions 


work. 


N 


710 


Total 


100 


100 
100 


100 
100 
100 
100 


100 
100 
100 
100 


f you approve or disapprove 

that women who work should 
receive equal pay with men for the same kind of 
Do you approve or disapprove? 


a 


Approve 


86 


Disapprove 


PL 


Undecided 


2 


2 


N 


Poll, Date and 
Respondent 
Characteristics 


Poll No. 477 $ 4 
September, 1983 


Question 4 

Total 

Sex: Male 
Female 

Age: 18-20 
21-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50+ 


Education: Elementary 
High School 
Technical 
University 


(a) Less than .5 percent 
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Table 12 (continued) 


Percentages by Poll Question 
and Response Categories 


In many cases, a male employee retiring from a 
company at the same age and with the same amount 
of pension contribution will receive a slightly 
higher monthly income than a woman. This differ- 
ence reflects the probability that a woman, on 
average, will outlive a man. How do you feel 
about this, do you approve of this probability 
method, or do you think that retiring employees in 
the equal backgrounds should receive the same 
monthly income regardless of sex. 


Approve Approve Same 

Probability Monthly Don't 

N Total Method Income Know 
1 049 100 dle 86 3 
5 LZ 100 15 82 3 
536 100 ii ei 2 
64 14 86 = 
258 100 8 89 (a) 
25) 100 10 89 5 
138 100 13 83 4 
340 100 12 84 4 
JOY /PL 100 V2 84 5) 
Deo 100 Li 87 2 
L7L 100 7 OW ie 
180 100 16 82 Z 
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Table 13 


Status of Women Issues, 


Poll, Date and 
Respondent 
Characteristics 


Poll No.343 


September, 1970 


Question 4 

Total 

Sex: Male 
Female 

Age: 21-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50+ 

Education: 


Poll No.35/7 


Elementary 
High School 
Technical 

University 


January, 1973 


Question 4A 


Total 

Age: 18-20 
21-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50+ 

Education: 


Elementary 
High School 
Technical 

University 


As you may know, some women are organizing a 


Canada 1954-1971 


Percentages by Poll Question 
and Response Categories 


Feminist movement. 
women are treated as second class citizens by 


mene 
not? 


N 


720 


309 
361 


167 
144 
ikeg 
258 


225 
Se) 
31 
83 


(Women Only) There has been a great deal of 


Total 


100 


100 
100 


100 
100 
100 
100 


100 
100 
100 
100 


Agree 


20 


19 
21 


29 
19 
17 
Lz 


22 
18 
5s) 
24 


Disagree 


65 


69 
61 


62 
64 
67 
66 


60 
69 
52 
67 


Sometimes 
Are 


10 


One of their claims is that 


On the whole would you agree with this or 


Not 
Sure 


wor NM 


discussion in the past two or three years about 
Women's Liberation. 
average man's attitudes towards women has changed 
at all because of this? 


Have you found that the 


Total 


100 


100 
100 
100 
100 
100 


100 
100 
100 
100 


Yes 


Cant 
Say 


(a) 


(a) 
(a) 
(a) 
(a) 
(a) 


(a) 
(a) 
(a) 
(a) 


Poll, Date and 
Res pondent 
Characteristics 


Poll No.357 
January, 1973 
Question 4C 


Total 

Ages sel G=20 
21-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50+ 


Education: Elementary 
High School 
Technical 
University 


Poll No.381 
October, 1975 
Question 2A 


Total 

Age: 18-20 
21-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50+ 


Education: Elementary 
High School 
Technical 
University 
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Table 13 (continued) 


Percentages by Poll Question 
and Response Categories 


(Asked of Men Only) There has been a great deal 


of discussion in the past two or three years 
Have you found that 


about Women's Liberation. 


your attitudes towards women has changed at all 


because of this? 


N Total 
374 100 
43 100 
74 100 
65 100 
56 100 
136 100 
101 100 
189 100 
36 100 
44 100 


Yes 


BS 


16 
E2 
20 
iZ 
10 


i 

9 
22 
25 


Can*t 
Say 


5 


N BWW bY 


(Asked of Women Only) There has been a great deal 


of discussion in the past two or three years 
Have you found that 


about Women's Liberation. 


your attitudes towards women has changed at all 


because of this? 


N Total 
529 100 
20 100 
F113 100 
ia | 100 
97 100 
A EFS | 100 
118 100 
326 100 
24 100 
58 100 


Yes 


Can't 
Say 


eo ae 


Table 13 (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.381 (Asked of Men Only) There has been a great deal 
October, 1975 of discussion in the past two or three years 
Question 2C about Women's Liberation. Have you found that 


your attitudes towards women has changed at all 
because of this? 


Can't 

N Total Yes No Say 
Total 509 100 18 74 8 
Age: 18-20 44 100 23 67 9 
Zil=29 124 100 21 TD 4 
30-39 80 100 22 13 5 
40-49 81 100 7 83 10 
50+ 176 100 Li 13 10 
Education: Elementary 9 100 16 69 L5 
High School 256 100 16 79 5 
Technical 46 100 30 63 Z 
University 81 100 22 43 5 


(a) Not a category of response for women, who were constrained to respond 
yes or no. 


=" Ghel. 


Appendix A 
Knowledge of International Women's Year, Canada 1975 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.369 As you may know, the year 1975 has been 
October, 1974 designated as International Women's Year by the 
Question 6A United Nations. Have you heard or read anything 


about Canada's participation in this? 


N Total Yes No 

Total 1 006 100 12 88 
Sex: Male 503 100 9 91 
Female 503 100 14 86 

Age: 18-20 89 100 12 88 
21-29 229 100 kh 89 

30-39 182 100 9 91 

40-49 LP. 100 10 90 

50+ 304 100 13 87 
Education: Elementary 210 100 9 91 
High School 572 100 13 87 

Technical 83 100 b2 88 


University We 100 LZ 88 
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Appendix A (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Respondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.369 The Canadian Government is spending $2 million to 
October, 1974 promote a better understanding of women's issues 
Question 6B and to encourage the activities of women's groups 


as its contribution to International Women's 
Year. How important do you feel this study will 
be--very important, quite important or not too 


important? 
Very Quite Not to 
Impor- Impor- Impor-8" Dont 
N Total tant tant tant Know 
Total 1 005 100 19 30 41 10 
Sex: Male 503 100 16 30- Uk 43 ll 
Female 503 100 rail oN 39 “) 
Age: 18-20 88 100 25 41 28 6 
21-29 229 100 22 31 38 9 
30-39 182 100 19 26 48 7 
40-49 TE 100 16 32 37 v5 
50+ 304 100 16 28 45 11 
Education: Elementary 210 100 12 29 42 17 
High School Di 100 18 a2 40 9 
Technical 83 100 28 23 40 9 
University 136 100 24 29 44 4 
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Appendix A (continued) 


Poll, Date and 


Res pondent Percentages by Poll Question 
Characteristics and Response Categories 
Poll No.369 Ten years from now do you think the status of 
October, 1974 women will or will not have improved? 


Question 6C 


Will Have Will Not Have Don't 


N Total Improved Improved Know 

Total 1 001 100 74 13 13 
Sex: Male 502 100 lide 13 14 
Female 499 100 ILS. iS) 2 

Age: 18-20 88 100 83 ; 10 7 
24-29 228 100 83 g 8 

30-39 181 100 iS) 17 8 

40-49 176 100 i Li 16 

50+ 302 100 65 15 20 
Education: Elementary 209 100 63 16 2a 
High School 570 100 74 13 1S 

Technical 83 100 80 1) 7 


University 135 100 85 10 3) 
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